
A Big Day For Tabor

See Big Day on page 2

David is a college graduate. He took 
accounting and did well in business school. 
“I was the treasurer for a small church,” he 
says, “so I was responsible.”

But at some point, David started letting his 
credit cards control him, instead of him 
controlling them. He maxed out the card and 
took cash advances. His job was terminated 
and when his unemployment ran out, he 
took early retirement.

A Hard Lesson Learned
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On November 12 we celebrated, with the help of Pennsylvania Governor, 
Tom Wolf, the official opening of the new Ann B. Barshinger Financial 
Empowerment Center for Lancaster County at Tabor.  That day we 
recognized Ann for the major gift she gave that helped make it possible 
for us to launch this new model program for our financial counseling and 
education services.

Tabor has a long and successful track record in helping people develop the knowledge and skills 
they need to manage their finances effectively and progress toward self-sufficiency.  We have seen 
in recent years, however, client needs change – more people concerned with their credit histories, 
more struggling to manage college student debt, a growing number of seniors having a hard time 
living on limited fixed incomes and more clients of all age groups struggling to make ends meet 
on incomes that haven’t been rising.  We have found they need a more comprehensive, holistic 
approach to their problems. 

In response to these changes we developed 
a new model – the Financial Empowerment 
Center – that will allow us to be more 
responsive to evolving client needs, serve 
them in more holistic ways and attract 
new financial support.  Two municipal 
governments – the City of Lancaster and 
the Borough of Columbia – along with four 
other Lancaster social service organizations 
– have signed on as collaborating partners 
for the Center and will help connect us to 
even more clients needing its services.

In addition to the Governor and Ann 
Barshinger, 175 guests attended the 
November 12 celebration which was emceed 
by Anne Shannon of WGAL TV and a 
former Tabor 

Our Mission

“I got in trouble due to my lifestyle,” David 
explains. “I liked to party. I’d get in with the 
wrong crowd, got swept away by people, 
places and things. Where I lived and people I 
hung around with … there were not enough 
Christian contacts. I come from a Christian 
family. Where I was wasn’t always conducive to 
my upbringing.”

Eventually he racked up about $15,000 on two 
credit cards and some medical bills. He knew 
he needed help See Lesson Learned on page 2.
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Above: Governor Wolf speaking at the opening 
of the Ann B. Barshinger Empowerment Center 
for Lancaster County



Lesson Learned continued from page 1 

because he was so far behind on his credit cards. He knew 
he needed to resolve the debt, but wasn’t sure how. He 
considered bankruptcy a last resort.

When he received something in the mail about a 
company that could help him get out of debt, “It sounded 
good,” he says. “I jumped at the chance.” He contacted 
them and they asked him to send a certain amount 
of money each month. After faithfully sending them 
payments for six months, it became apparent that the 
company was not paying off his debt … none of the 
money was being sent to the creditors.

When his sister told him to contact Tabor, he was 
comfortable knowing that Tabor is a Christian 
organization. He met with financial counselor Kristine 
Forry in March. “I felt very comfortable with Kristine,” 

says David. “She was very knowledgeable. She was very 
calm and pleasant. It’s nice to know that the money was 
actually being sent to the creditors.”

Now David is on a very strict budget and money comes 
directly out of his bank account for Tabor to disburse 
to his creditors. “I realize I don’t have a lot of extra,” he 
admits. “I can’t just go out. I spend on what is necessary 
… put my foot down and know this is what I have.

“Before, if I had it I just spent it. That’s changed and I feel 
happier now. I’ve changed my lifestyle … the people I 
hang out with. I’m in a small Bible study group and attend 
services at a rescue mission.“I feel like I’ve learned a hard 
lesson and can stay on the right track when my debt 
is paid. I’m very happy with Tabor. I would absolutely 
recommend Tabor to anyone else. I’m just glad my sister 
knew about Tabor.”

In The Globe and Mail, Toronto, published May 8, 
2015, Janet McFarland reported on an interview with 
Credit Canada CEO Laurie Campbell. To quote her 
article, “Ms. Campbell says it is a myth that highly 
indebted people are poor and uneducated. Many of her 
firm’s clients are educated and articulate professionals 
who are simply bad at managing their money. But the 
clients who stick in her memory are the ones with 
sad stories about losing their jobs at an older age and 
not being able to land new ones, or who have suffered 
personal tragedies like the death of a child that left them 
shattered and unable to continue working.

“It taught her everyone is potentially vulnerable – 
including herself.”

Tabor’s financial counselors know all too well the many 
different roads that lead a person or family to seek their 
assistance: death in the family, unemployment, reduced 
income, failed business, substance abuse, personal 
domestic conflict are just some or the reasons people 
need help. Taking the causes reported over the last three 
years, excessive spending and poor money management 
together made up about 30% of reported causes. 
Medical or disability issues made up more than 15%. 
Unemployment, underemployment and reduced income 
combined made up 28% of reported causes.

But the numbers do not show the relief that is felt when 
a client understands that there is a light at the end of 
the tunnel. The relief of seeing how they can make their 
money go further or when they make their last payment 
to their debt management plan.

Tabor staff realize that anyone could be in the shoes of 
one of their clients if a few mishaps snowballed or hit 
at the wrong time. But Tabor also realizes that there 
are tools to help prepare for financial pitfalls. That is 
why Tabor has offered and will continue to offer free 
community financial workshops that teach the basics 
of banking, using credit, saving and other subjects that 
pertain to managing finances.

In addition to counseling people with credit card debt, 
Tabor offers counseling to anyone looking to assess and 
improve their financial health. A counselor will meet 
the person or family and show them how to make the 
most of what they have and help them create a step-by-
step path to achieving their own financial goals. Tabor 
encourages people to use this resource before they get 
into financial trouble.

Before, if I had it I just spent it. That’s 
changed and I feel happier now.

Big Day continued from page 1 
Board member.  Also in attendance and making remarks 
were Lancaster Mayor, Richard Gray; Pennsylvania 
Senator, Lloyd Smucker; State Representative Mike Sturla; 
and County Commissioner, Dennis Stuckey.  It was a very 
big day for Tabor indeed.

It Could Happen 
To Anyone



Lancaster, PA
Wise strategies for your wealth and your life

Donate your car, boat, truck, RV, jet ski 
or snowmobile to Tabor and receive a 
tax deduction. This no-cost, no-hassle 
process begins when you contact our 
fundraising partner, Donation Line 
LLC, at 877.227.7487. Be sure to ask for 
Tabor Community Services. 

Go paperless! Email Nlammey@tabornet.org 
to receive future newsletters in pdf format.
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Friday, March 11, 7-9 pm
If you are retired or thinking of retiring, Tabor is one 
of 19 local organizations sponsoring Planning Well, a 
Stewardship University event presented by Everence to 
help you achieve your goals in the midst of life transitions 
and uncertainty about the future.

Panel discussions are:
Navigating estate, charitable and financial planning: 
Presented by representatives of Gibbel, Kravbill and Hess, 
and Everence

A purpose-filled retirement: Presented by Leon & Nancy 
Stauffer, Founders of Mennonite Your Way

Right-sizing – dealing with the stuff in your life: 
Presented by Todd Sweet, President of Clutter Stoppers

Planning Well This educational opportunity will take place 
Friday, March 11 at the Lancaster Mennonite 
School cafeteria from 7 to 9 pm. The school is 
located at 2176 Lincoln Highway East in Lancaster, 
PA. Please RSVP by calling (717) 653-2982.

Tabor has partnered with Everence and Lancaster 
County Community Foundation to help you with 
your planned giving efforts. If you are interested 
in making a planned gift to help ensure the future 
of Tabor’s work in the Lancaster community, or 
want to know more, please contact Phyllis Stacks at 
ptacks@tabornet.org or (717) 358-9383. Or go to 
www.tabornet.org > How Can I Help > 
Planned Giving.

For more information about Stewardship 
education opportunities, visit 
StewardshipUniversity.com and 
everence.com/lancaster.

Featuring: Dr. William Wright, Brenten Megee and 
the Frankin & Marshall College Chamber Singers joined 
by members of the Lancaster Symphony Chorus

No admission charge. No reservations required. 
Donations accepted at concert

Sunday, February 28th, 2016

3 PM

Highland Presbyterian Churcha benefit concert for
tabor community services

& VOICESPIANO
500 East Roseville Rd    Lancaster, PA 17601{

EVENT
SPONSOR

Music by: Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin, 
Saint-Saëns, Ticheli, Forrest, Orbán, and others



Your name or organization’s name 
and sponsorship level will be listed 
in the program and a table sign with 
the name or logo will announce your 
sponsorship. Sponsorships range from 
$248 to $4,800. 
An additional benefit for all sponsors 
this year: your name or logo will be 
listed on Tabor’s website as a banquet 
sponsor, linkable to your website.

Proceeds go toward defraying the 
costs of the banquet, then to serving 
clients in need of housing and financial 
solutions. For more information, please 
contact Phyllis at 717.358.9383 or 
Pstacks@tabornet.org.

 Please join us in DoubleTree’s beautiful Palm 
Court for our 48th Annual Banquet. 
 Anne Shannon will emcee the evening as we review 
accomplishments and honor the achievements of our clients and 
the contributions of our partners and staff.
 The silent auction will be open through dinner and donations 
will be accepted at the banquet. All proceeds go to helping the 
4,600 family and individual cases that Tabor serves each year ... 
preventing and responding to homelessness, assisting those who 
aspire to homeownership, and counseling those struggling with 
their personal finances.
  Event is free, but reservations are required. To reserve your 
seat and seat(s) for your guest(s), contact Nate at 717.358.9377, 
Nlammey@tabornet.org, or mail the enclosed reservation form 
in the courtesy envelope provided. You can also register on our 
website: www.tabornet.org.

Do you make small furniture (boxes, stools, 
etc.) or other handcrafts such as decorative 

purses, pillows, table dressings, birdhouses, or the like 
that you could donate to Tabor for the Annual Banquet 
silent auction? Or maybe you received a lovely gift that 
you just never used. If you have something to donate 
(handcrafted or new only), you can drop it off at the 
Tabor offices or we will glady arrange to pick it up at 
your convenience. Contact Phyllis at (717) 358-9383 or 
pstacks@tabornet.org.

Tabor Community Services’
48th Annual Fundraising Banquet

You are invited to

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Be a Sponsor of the 
48th Annual Banquet.

6:00 pm - Reception
6:30 pm - Dinner & Program

Palm Court @ DoubleTree (formerly Willow Valley)
2416 Willow Street Pike, Lancaster, PA

with Master of Ceremonies, Anne Shannon of WGAL TV-8

Are you crafty?

Go to www.tabornet.org and click on
“DONATE HERE.” If you prefer mailing
your donation, use the envelope
enclosed. And thank you for your support!
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