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Growing up, my wife’s family 
had a practice of giving thanks at 
the end of the day. Kathryn and I 
have been trying to incorporate 
that “attitude of gratitude” with 
our children as well. And there’s 
good reason to do so. Research 
suggests that when we practice 
thankfulness, we feel happier 

and more optimistic. It might 
even improve our health! 

So it seems fitting to take that 
practice of gratitude to these 
pages as well. Since the last 
newsletter, there has been a lot 
to feel thankful for:

• Thank you for making our 
51st annual banquet a success. 
Your generosity topped $33,000 
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Marie and Richard, 
89 and 93-years-old 
respectively, have been 
married 70 years.  He is 
a World War II veteran who 
owned his own business, 
Lancaster County Farms.  
Marie was a self-taught 
artist in Theorem painting 
and sold her artwork at the 
Kutztown Folk Festival every 

Blessed

A message from Mike
Tabor President

that evening. That means many 
more participant success stories 
like Jesenia and Eliezer, our 2019 
Homebuyers of the Year. They 
struggled financially in the past, 
but now after the hard work they 
did improving their credit and 
tightening their budget, they live in 
their own home!

• Thank you to volunteers like 
Don MacDougall, who has faithfully 
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delivered food boxes to residents in several 
affordable living complexes around the county 
for the past 3.5 years. Don showed up rain or 
shine to make sure some of the seniors we work 
with had enough food to eat.

• Thank you to our dedicated staff, who made 
special commitments to honor Mr. Rogers’ 
legacy of kindness, on May 23, aka ‘143 Day’. 
1-4-3 is short for I-Love-You, which was one 
of Mr. Rogers’ favorite phrases on his famous 
children’s show. And one of our youngest 
participants, Jayla, a two-year old living at TLC, 
helped one of our front desk staff restock toilet 
paper. Thank you Jayla – Mr. Rogers would be 
proud of you!

• Thank you for inspiring results! In 
November, Tabor quietly launched a new, 
referral-based pilot program, Eviction 
Prevention Counseling.  Our goal is to help 
households avoid eviction and get back on solid 
financial footing by negotiating with landlords, 
coaching tenants, and providing some one-time 
financial assistance. So far, 82% of the families 
served have maintained stable housing, and 
only 3% were evicted. The rest are in process so 
the results could get even better. While we only 
have enough resources at the moment to serve 
60 households this year, we are confident this 
program will become a new source of hope and 
opportunity in our community.  

Please accept this expression of gratitude for 
what your support has realized. Then pay it 
forward with a kind word, a simple thank you 
note, or quiet prayer! 

Gratefully,

Mike's Message Continued

Don MacDougall Jayla

Jesenia and Eliezer

year. In 1992, Richard had a heart attack and 
after living in Bird-in-Hand for 59 years, they 
needed to downsize.   

Today, on a very limited income, Marie 
and Richard live in an apartment owned by 
Community Basics, Inc. (CBI). CBI provides 
affordable housing for families and individuals 
in Lancaster County and surrounding areas. 
Tabor provides supportive services at six 
of CBI’s locations. Teresa, one of Tabor's 
Supportive Service Coordinators, helps 
residents like Marie and Richard continue to 
live independently and with other challenges 
that they face.

With Teresa’s assistance in getting food 
stamps and a rent rebate, Marie and Richard 
say, “Teresa is one of a kind.  When we call 
her, she responds quickly and always listens to 
us. Not many people do that these days. She 
visits twice a month or more if we need her.” 

Marie and Richard are grateful for what Teresa 
and Tabor have done for them.  Of their 70 
years together, Marie says, “Richard was 
always first in my life.  At night, we always kiss 
and hold hands and say ‘good night.’ Our life 
has been blessed.”

Donate your car, boat, truck, RV, jet ski or snowmobile to Tabor and receive a tax 
deduction. This no-cost, no-hassle process begins when you contact our fundraising 
partner, Donation Line LLC, at 877.227.7487. Be sure to ask for Tabor Community Services. 

CAR DONATION 
PROGRAM

Blessed continued



If you would like information on how you can 
personally help Tabor's story continue by follow 
Grace's example of leaving a legacy of compassion, 
care, and kindness through a planned gift, please 
contact Phyllis at 717.358.9383 or at PStacks@
tabornet.org.

In 1966, our story began when A. Grace 
Wenger witnessed the racial discrimination 
that her adopted family members faced as 
they tried to find housing in Lancaster.

In 2019, Tabor remains faithful to its founding 
principles by empowering those facing 
housing and financial challenges regardless 
of their identity.

KEEP OUR STORY GOING.
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FOR HOMELESSNESS
C  MP OUT
We have some exciting plans in the works for the ExtraGive this year! In partnership 
with the Lancaster Barnstormers, we will be camping out at Clipper Magazine 
Stadium!  MARK YOUR CALENDARS and be sure to keep up on social media. 

Tabor Community Services @TaborLancaster taborlancaster

A. Grace Wenger

• Toothpaste/tooth brushes
• Deodorant (for men & women)

• Wipes
• Soap (bar soap and plastic container 

for travel) and liquid soap
• Hand sanitizer
• Shampoo
• Conditioner
• Tissues
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• Socks (for men & women)

• Compact umbrellas
• Tote bags (plastic is best)

Please drop off donations at our main 
office: 308 E. King St. in Lancaster.

Questions: call 717.397.5182

By collecting the items below, 
you will make a difference in the 
lives of families experiencing 
homelessness in Lancaster County. 

Current Client Needs

Call 717.358.9383 or email pstacks@tabornet.org for more information



Annual Banquet

CLIENTS RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
1. Patience Buckwalter Financial Counseling Client of the Year
2. Jesenia & Eliezer Olmeda Homebuyer Clients of the Year
3. Virgen Felipe del Calvo Housing Counseling Client of the Year

OTHERS RECOGNIZED
4. Beulah Garber Landlord of the Year
5. The Lancaster County Association of Realtors President's Award

Board of Directors Jamie Arroyo, Timbrel Chyatee, Paul Currie, Joseph Dhansis, 
Smokey Glover, Dan Hess, Sherry Hibshman, Tracy Horst, Brent Kreider, Jill M. Laskowitz 
(Chair), Bryan Martin, Stephanie Reese, Brian Roche, Mike McKenna (Tabor President), 
Doug Umble, Lenny Walton, Charity Welch, Katie Zimmermann

Thank you to all our friends who attended, sponsored 

and contributed to Tabor’s 51st Annual Banquet!

5 Years of Service

10 Years of Service

Staff members 
recognized:

Barbara Folker
Marge Mowrer

Viktoria Keener 
Desiree Lener
Ann Linkey
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If you or your company are interested in having them work for 
you, reach out to Derek at aidemsolutions@gmail.com. 

We are so thankful for aideM Media Solutions' great work on our banquet videos!

To see our video 2019 banquet video bit.ly/taborbanquet19

check out their work at aidemsolutions.com


