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Dear Friends of Beth Shalom,

 I hope you had the opportunity to attend one or both of our 
events this summer. Not only were they a good time of fun, food, 
fellowship, and music, but they were also great fundraisers for 
supporting the ministry of Beth Shalom. We are incredibly thankful for 
everyone who was involved with these events.

 First, we had our benefit concert in June. Everyone really enjoyed 
seeing the beautifully restored Brick Gables facility while listening to 
a variety of music by the Leatherwoods, who travelled from Arkansas 
to perform at this event. We want to give a special thank you to Shelley 
Bard, Kay Hurst, Dee Long, and Tammy Martin, who were integral in 
making this event a success!

 We also really enjoyed our Annual Banquet at Yoder's in July. 
Katie Harnish, a chaplain at Lancaster County Prison, spoke on the 
difficulties that prisoners face, both during and especially after their 
incarceration. Her message again reminded us how necessary our 
ministry is to our community.

 As you read through this newsletter, please take a moment to 
read Jessica's story on page 2. I'm encouraged when I see the stories of 
how women at Beth Shalom grow, and it continually helps me to realize 
the importance of the life-changing work that occurs when participants 
fully put their faith, trust, and hope in God. 

 As you continue to learn about and invest in Beth Shalom, I 
would encourage you to consider making arrangements for a planned 
gift to ensure that in the future, mothers in Lancaster will have a loving, 
Christian environment to rebuild their lives for both themselves and 
their children. For more information on planned giving, please contact 
Phyllis Stacks at 717.358.9383 or at PStacks@tabornet.org.

 Thank you for your continued prayerful support, 



After being diagnosed with a few chronic health 
issues, Jessica became addicted to opioids which 
subsequently led to incarceration in Lancaster 
County Prison.  At that time, she was pregnant 
with her first child and due to be released in April. 
Knowing that she wanted a better life for herself 
and her child, she spoke to the prison chaplain 
and a family advocate of Compass Mark, where 
she learned about Beth Shalom. Jessica met with 
Lenara, Beth Shalom’s program coordinator, 
completed her application and in a few weeks was 
accepted into the program. She moved into her 
apartment at Beth Shalom directly from prison, 
and her son Wyatt was born a month later.  

Jessica admits, “When you leave prison, it’s 
incredibly hard to get back on your feet.  It can be 
overwhelming, especially since I’m on disability 
and not able to work full-time.  With Beth 
Shalom, though, I’ve been given an opportunity to 
rebuild my life and build a better future for myself 
and my son, and I have hope for the future. Tabor 
has offered safe, stable housing, is helping me fix 
my credit issues, helping me set goals, and helping 
me stay on track to accomplish these goals.”

Jessica is busy working on her new life. She attends 
church and Bible study, meets with Lenara once a 
week, receives mental health counseling, drug and 

alcohol counseling, attends parenting classes 
and will be enrolling in one of the financial 
educational workshops offered by Tabor. 

Wyatt’s father is involved in Jessica and Wyatt’s 
life, and her immediate family provides 
emotional support during her new journey. 
Lenara shares, “Jessica is doing a good job as a 
first-time mom, and the support she receives 
from her family has been instrumental in her 
journey.”

 When asked what advice she would offer 
others who have ‘walked in her shoes,’ she says, 
“Don’t give up; have hope; keep fighting; keep 
trying.  The only thing that can hold you back 
is yourself. Sometimes we are our own worst 
enemies. Learn to love yourself again.”

Jessica’s immediate goals are to get a part-time 
job, find permanent housing and become 
self-sufficient.  She wants people 
to know that she is a strong 
person with a good heart and is 
incredibly blessed to be part of 
Beth Shalom program.

A New Journey 

Thank you to everyone 
who sponsored, attended 
and supported this event!
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Interested in making arrangements for a planned gift to Beth Shalom? 

I have already made arrangements 
for a planned gift to Beth Shalom

I would like more information about 
planned giving. Please contact me to 
set up an appointment to discuss my 
planned giving options.

*Please cut out this section and 
return it in the enclosed envelope

Name

Phone

Email

Address

City, State, Zip


*

If you are 70½ or older, you can transfer up to 
$100,000 per year as a gift to Beth Shalom from your 
IRA to satisfy your required minimum distribution 
without it being taxed as income. Your gift does need to 
be directly transferred from your IRA to Beth Shalom, so please 
contact your IRA administrator for what you specifically need to 
do for it to not count towards your adjusted gross income.

Did you 
know?

For more information on IRA transers or on planned giving, please 
contact Phyllis at 717.358.9383 or at PStacks@tabornet.org.



MENTORING

ADVOCATE

Many residents are young in Christ and need 
strong Christian friends in their lives. If you 
are interested in being a spiritual mentor to 
a Beth Shalom mother, contact Lenara at 
Lporter@tabornet.org or 717.358.9376. 

A Shalom Moment is published by Beth Shalom House of Peace 
the V. Ronald & Diane L. Smith Home for A New Start 
PO Box 1676, Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Beth Shalom is a program of Tabor Community Services.
717.358.9376  •  fax 717.399.4127

Represent Beth Shalom to your congregation 
or group: announce special events, fundraisers, 
and program needs; place notices in church 
bulletins or newsletters; distribute or post 
Beth Shalom materials; let us know about 
opportunities for presenting the story of Beth 
Shalom to a Sunday School class, at a banquet, 
or to a youth group; and include Beth Shalom 
in your church’s or group’s mission budget for 
an annual offering.

Contact Phyllis at PStacks@tabornet.org 
or 717.358.9383 to be an Advocate or to 
receive more information.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

www.BethShalomLancaster.org

Beth Shalom House of Peace

What is The Extraordinary Give?

It is Lancaster's largest day of online giving hosted by 
the Lancaster County Community Foundation.

On November 16 from 12:00am-11:59pm, go to 
www.extragive.org and search for Tabor Community 
Services. Donate to Tabor, and in any available box, 
note that your gift is for Beth Shalom (Beth Shalom is a 
program of Tabor Community Services).

How can I give to Beth Shalom?

November 16, 2018

Beth Shalom needs $10, $20, and $30 
gift cards to stores such as Target or 
Walmart, where the women can shop 
in one place for the clothing and food 
they need immediately. 

If you, your church, Sunday school, 
social group, or company would like to 
purchase these cards for Beth Shalom, 
or donate any of the items below, 
please contact Lenara at 717.358.9376 
or Lporter@tabornet.org. 

Dish detergent  •  Toilet paper • Paper towels  
•  Tissues  •  Hand soap  •  Pampers - sizes 4, 5 
& 6 • Dust spray  •  Women's sanitary products  
•  Magic Erasers  •  Pine-Sol or Mr. Clean  •  All-
purpose cleaners  •  Glass cleaner  •  Towels & 
wash cloths  •   Single & double bed sheets

www.extragive.org


