
ENDURING VALUES

Gina and her 16 year-old daughter were 
staying at a local shelter. Their rapid re-
housing program referred her to Tabor’s 
Community Housing Solutions program 
(CHS), where she met with Andrea, one of the 
Housing Location Specialists.

“Andrea was very good,” recalls Gina. “She 
was quick and she knew what she was doing. 
She made me feel comfortable. She didn’t look 
down on me.” 

Andrea helped Gina obtain her credit score 
and a background check. They prepared a 
budget together. Later, Gina emailed Andrea 
information on eight apartments she was 
interested in and they applied for three of 
them.

Normally Andrea has clients call the 
landlord, but since Gina experiences extreme 
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anxiety, Andrea called the landlords for her, 
sometimes with Gina there on speaker phone. 
Andrea took her to see two apartments and 
helped her talk to the landlords. Gina says, 
“That would have been hard on my own since 
I don’t have transportation. And she didn’t 
just drop me off … she sat waiting with me.

“Andrea was so nice to my daughter. She was 
just so easy to talk to. She is very, very good 
with people. She keeps everything 
private. I could trust her. I got 
comfortable with her very 
quickly and that’s hard for me 
to do. She just made me feel 
welcome. I could vent to her. 
She always gave me positive 
feedback. Whoever she 

See Hope Fulfilled on page 3.
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-Bob Thomas, President

In this newsletter you will read 
about Gina, a Tabor client, and her 
determination and hope in building 
a better life for her daughter and 
herself.  You will hear about how 
helpful and compassionate Andrea, 
Gina’s counselor, was.  And you 
will learn about the generosity and 
commitment Dennis and Fern 
Clemmer are demonstrating as they 
make arrangements to include Tabor in 
their estate plans. 

Determination……....hope…..…..
helpfulness……....compassion…..…..
generosity…..…..commitment.  These 
enduring values and traits are rooted 
not in caring just  about ourselves 
and what we want and think but in 
the desire to be faithful to something 

bigger and to be of service to others. 

At a time when there seems to be so 
much disagreement and contention 
over which values should be dominant 
and prevail for our collective lives, 
I think we can find reassurance 
in coming back to things like 
determination, hope, helpfulness, 
compassion and generosity.  They can 
lead us to think beyond ourselves, 
bring us together, change and 
inspire our hearts.  They will 
endure long after conflicts 
of the day because we are 
at our best when we let 
them guide our lives. 

www.tabornet.org



That is what the Lancaster County Coalition to End 
Homelessness (LCCEH), Lancaster City, Lancaster County, 
and the United Way wanted to accomplish when they 
decided to try having one unified housing location service 
for all rapid re-housing programs in Lancaster County.

Tabor applied for that grant and in the spring Tabor learned 
that we were awarded the contract, which lead to the 
creation of Community Housing Solutions (CHS) in July 
2016. The goals of the new county-wide system are to get 
more people into permanent housing quickly, and to have 
fewer case managers contacting landlords and competing 
for open units. 

Tabor employs two CHS housing location specialists, Laura 
Willmer and Andrea Grill, who do just housing location. 
Laura and Andrea contact landlords about available units 
and build relationships with those landlords.

When Laura or Andrea first meet with a client, they go 
over how to find housing and what search tools to use: 
newspapers, Craigslist, Trulia (a website just for rentals), 
“For Rent” signs, property management company websites, 
visit property management offices and talk to family and 
friends about their landlords or available apartments. 

Lancaster Housing Opportunities Partnership (LHOP) 
hosts a housing search engine where property managers, 
and landlords post open units for people looking to rent. 
Laura and Andrea also do searches and guide clients to 
apartments that they find.

When the client finds an apartment, they let the housing 
location specialist know when it will be shown. “I try to 
go to most showings,” says Andrea. “Then I know what 
is said at the meeting. Sometimes the client doesn’t want 
me there, so they go on their own.” She will help the client 
complete the application and tells the client to follow up 
with the landlord in two or three days.

Once the landlord agrees to rent to the client, specialists 
go to the lease signing. “We can assure that all questions 
are answered,” Andrea explains, “that the lease is 
complete, accurate and lawful.” Specialists then inspect 
the unit to make sure it is habitable. Once the client has 
moved in and there are no issues with the apartment that 
need to be addressed, the client resumes working with 
the rapid re-housing case manager who referred them to 
CHS. The case manager provides on-going support and 
guidance to the household until they are stabilized in their 
housing.

Andrea offers, “A lot of landlords have a good experience 
with the programs. They want to help and they 
understand where the clients are coming from.”

Housing location specialists can be helpful to landlords 
in filling their units and saving advertising costs. 
Kenneth Randall, Tabor’s 2015 Landlord of the Year, says, 
“Working with Tabor was a great opportunity for me to 
grow my business and help other people.”

And landlords know they are not alone in dealing with a 
tenant who is receiving supportive services. Landlords can 
always contact the housing case manager to help resolve 
any problems that may arise.

Currently, CHS staff are working with the 4 rapid re-
housing programs: Tabor’s STIL program, the YWCA, 
DVS (Domestic Violence Services) and ECHOS, a new 
organization in Elizabethtown.

CHS can be contacted at (717) 358-9381 or 
chs@tabornet.org.

How can we house more people experiencing homelessness quickly and more cost-effectively? 

continental breakfast provided

7:30-8:30AM

308 E. King Street
Lancaster, PA 17602

RSVP to Phyllis at 
717.358.9383 or 
pstacks@tabornet.org

Tours of our facility will 
be given after the event

Tuesday, March 7, 2017

Please join us to learn about 
Tabor Community Services
and see our impact in the 
Lancaster County community
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works for, she is worth it. She is a very good person.”

Gina was approved for an apartment three days after 
applying, signed a lease two days after that and moved 
in. “Gina’s daughter was very helpful in looking for 
apartments. She’s a great kid.” says Andrea.

“[It seemed] as soon as I got hooked up with Tabor, I 
was out [of the shelter],” says Gina. “Coming here was 
my hope. I knew we were going to be okay, because of 
Andrea’s can do attitude.”

Gina had been thinking about taking EMT classes, when 
she realized the school that offers classes in the evening is 

close to her apartment. She talked to an administrator at the 
school and plans to start classes in January.

She hopes her daughter goes to college. “She’s been thinking 
about law,” Gina says. “Even when she was little, she said she 
wanted to be a judge. And she loves photography. I hope she 
fulfills her dreams and is happy.”

Gina remarks on the impact that Tabor has on the 
community, “Almost everyone I meet that has worked with 
Tabor has been helped. Tabor is a huge help for so many 
different people in so many different situations. What I 
learned here I pass onto others. Tabor is indirectly helping 
other people when their clients pass on what they learned at 
Tabor to someone else.”

Hope Fulfilled continued from front

CONTINUING 
THE LEGACY

As a counselor for Family Service in Lancaster, Dennis 
Clemmer admired Tabor from a distance and always thought 
highly of the organization. When he left Family Service and 
joined North Group Consultants, Dennis inquired about 
serving on Tabor’s Board of Directors. He was invited to join 
and served as a member of the board for 9 years, the last two 
as chair. “It was during this time,” says Dennis, “that I became 
convinced that this was a worthwhile organization that I 
wanted to support financially.”

After joining the board, Dennis attended many of the Annual 
Banquets, often inviting guests to hear about Tabor. It was 
these banquets that helped Dennis understand the actual 
benefit of Tabor’s work ... hearing firsthand the stories of 
clients that were helped by the services that Tabor provides.

When Dennis and his wife Fern were making plans for 
their estate, they decided to put Tabor in their will. But they 

wanted to include their children and their husbands in the 
conversation about their long term plans so they would know 
ahead of time how the estate would be distributed. These 
discussions led to one of their daughters becoming interested 
in Tabor and she has since set up meetings with some of 
the leaders at Tabor to learn more about the organization. 
Dennis is pleased to know that with his daughter becoming 
a supporter of Tabor, his and Fern’s legacy of support will 
continue within the family after they are gone.

Dennis has plenty to say to someone considering a planned 
gift to Tabor, “They couldn’t choose a better organization. 
It has a sound organizational structure. It has an extremely 
competent board with good leadership and that leadership 
pervades the entire organization. Their money will be spent 
wisely. There’s not a lot of excess spending. When I look at 
those factors, it’s very easy for me to recommend to friends 
that they give to Tabor.

“I hope the services that are in place now will continue long 
term. Helping individuals that don’t have permanent housing 
find stable, permanent housing. The money can also be used 
to help people to learn how to more prudently manage their 
money and spend it wisely once they are able to acquire 
housing.” See Continuing the Legacy on back.

a benefit concert for tabor community services

& VOICESPIANO
Saturday, February 25th, 2017 • 3PM

Highland Presbyterian Church
500 East Roseville Rd • Lancaster, PA

PERFORMING: Dr. William Wright, Franklin and 
Marshall Chamber Singers, Members of the Lancaster 
Symphony Chorus, and other Lancaster area musicians

No tickets required. Donations to Tabor will be accepted at the concert

Music by: Brahms, Telemann, Dvorak, 
Krisler, Morley, Chaloff, Forrest, 

Waters, Ditmar and others

Thank you to 
our Sponsor



49th Annual Banquet

We have outgrown our previous venue are moving our Annual Banquet to Shady Maple. 

Thursday, May 4, 2017

6:00 PM Reception
6:30 PM Dinner & Program

Brian Roche of WGAL 8 will emcee the evening 
as we review accomplishments and honor the 
achievements of our clients and the contributions of 
our partners and staff.

The silent auction will be open through dinner 
and donations will be accepted at the banquet. All 
proceeds go to helping the 4,600 individuals that 
Tabor serves each year ... preventing and responding 
to homelessness, assisting those who aspire to 
homeownership, and counseling those struggling 
with their personal finances.

Event is free, but reservations are required. To reserve 
your seat and seat(s) for your guest(s), contact Nate 
at 717.358.9377, Nlammey@tabornet.org, or mail the 
enclosed reservation form in the courtesy envelope 
provided. You can also register on our website: www.
tabornet.org.

Your name or organization’s name and sponsorship 
level will be listed in the program and a table sign with 
the name or logo will announce your sponsorship. 
Sponsorships range from $249 to $4,900. 

An additional benefit for all sponsors this year: your 
name or logo will be listed on Tabor’s website as a 
banquet sponsor, linkable to your website.

Proceeds go toward defraying the costs of the banquet, 
then to serving clients in need of housing and financial 
solutions. For more information, please contact Phyllis 
at 717.358.9383 or Pstacks@tabornet.org.

Be a Sponsor

Tabor Talk is a publication of Tabor Community Services 
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129 Toddy Dr
East Earl, PA 17519

Thank you to everyone who 
gave to the Extra Give last year! 
Check out our future newsletters 
and Facebook page to what we 
are planning for 2017!

While Dennis generously agreed to speak to us about his 
gift to Tabor, he was reluctant to talk about himself, “I’d 
rather [the spotlight] be shown on the organization and 
what it provides in the community and the people that 
benefit from it. I’m delighted to support and be part of the 
Grace Wenger Society. Grace set a great example getting 
this whole thing started 50 years ago and I would love to 
see her legacy continue well into the future.

“Tabor’s 50 for 50 campaign is a great way for the 
organization to perpetuate itself long term. When an 
organization is funded year to year, you are always at the 
whims of government money and you’re never sure how 
that tide is going to turn. So for the community to come 
forward and support Tabor by giving legacy gifts, this will 
help Tabor be sustainable well into the future.”

Continuing the Legacy continued

Tabor Community Services’

Sponsorship and reservations due: April 20


