
	 With	his	curly	hair	and	beard	and	hazel	
eyes	behind	wire	rim	glasses,	John	could	be	a	
younger	Santa	Claus.	He	does	have	his	upstairs	
neighbor’s	children	enchanted	as	evidenced	by	
their	drawings	displayed	on	his	refrigerator	door.

	 John	served	his	country	as	a	Marine	from	
1983-93,	participating	in	Operation	Desert	Storm.	
A	recovered	alcoholic	(going	on	7	years),	he	has	
diabetes	and	experiences	PTSD	and	depression.	
	 John	struggled	with	maintaining	
permanent	housing	for	several	years.	One	effort	
was	in	a	government	program	that	housed	and	
fed	clients	for	30	days	as	long	as	they	spent	every	
day	actively	seeking	housing.	Though	he	read	
the apartment ads and called all day, then finally, 
walked	to	grocery	
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Looking for reasons to be optimistic
	 I’ve	always	tried	to	avoid	taking	a	pessimistic	view	of	the	state	of	things	around	
me.	I	suppose	it’s	my	nature	to	at	least	be	hopeful	about	what	could	happen	in	the	future	
and	that	attitude	keeps	me	going.	Assuming	the	worst	about	it	would,	I	think,	be	a	very	
depressing	way	to	lead	your	life.	The	staff	who	work	at	Tabor	need	to	be	hopeful	for	their	
clients.	If	they	aren’t,	after	all,	how	can	they	expect	the	people	
they	are	working	to	help	to	take	the	
steps	needed	to	improve	their	lives.	
	 And	even	with	all	of	the	
problems	and	challenges	we	face	
together	today,	there	have	been	times	
in	the	American	past	when	people	had	
even	more	reason	to	be	discouraged,	
even	fearful,	than	we	do	now.	In	short,	
it	seems	to	me	hopefulness	about	
the	future	is	a	more	productive	and	
certainly	appealing	outlook	for	life.
	 That	said,	we	all	know	it’s	
not hard to find things to discourage 
us today. The news, for example, is filled with talk of political polarization, gridlocked 
government,	economic	struggles,	racial	tension	and	terrorism	among	other	things.	If	you’re	

See Looking for reasons on page 2. 

 “...I’m 
continually 

reminded of the 
compassion and 

generosity of 
Tabor’s many 

donors...”
— Bob Thomas, President

A Golden opportunity

 John is a resident of Golden 
Triangle Apartments, one of the 
affordable housing communities for which 
Tabor provides Supportive Housing 
Services. “I know every day that I am 
blessed,” he says.



Life Income Plans
A gift to others - Income for you

	 It	seems	almost	too	good	to	be	true,	but	this	is	
exactly	what	a	life	income	plan	does	–	you	give	a	gift	to	
Tabor	Community	Services,	then	receive	payments	for	the	
rest	of	your	life.	
	 You	can	make	a	gift	to	Tabor	through	a	foundation	
and	get	income	from	the	assets	you	donate.	The	foundation
invests	the	proceeds	from	your	gift	as	long	as	you	are	
living.	The	income	from	that	investment	is	paid	to	you.	

	 After	your	death,	the	foundation	distributes	
the	balance	to	Tabor	and	any	other	approved	charities	
based	on	your	recommendations.	A	modest	annual	
service	charge,	generally	from	earnings,	helps	cover	the	
foundation’s	administrative	costs.	You	simply	make	the	
donation,	and	the	foundation	takes	care	of	the	rest.

	 A	life	income	plan	ensures	that	Tabor	and	any	
other	approved	charities	will	receive	the	part	of	your	gift	
that	is	left	after	your	death.	It	also	allows	us	to	anticipate	
future	donations	and	plan	accordingly.

	 In	return,	you	receive	payments	for	the	rest	of	
your life. The payments can be either a fixed percentage 
or	variable,	depending	on	the	plan.	You	can	also	choose	
to	receive	the	payments	yourself	or	jointly	with	a	spouse.	
You	can	even	designate	someone	else	as	the	recipient.	
Payments	can	be	sent	to	you	quarterly,	semi-annually	or	
annually.

	 Depending	on	the	plan	you	choose,	you	can	
realize significant tax savings. Plans include: Gift Annuity,	
Deferred Gift Annuity,	Annuity Trust,	Unitrust	and	Pooled 
Income Funds.	A	trained	professional	representative	can	
help	you	select	the	plan	that	best	suits	your	needs.

	 Finally,	you	receive	the	satisfaction	of	knowing	
your	gift	will	support	the	programs	of	Tabor	Community	
Services	into	the	future.

	 Tabor	has	
partnered	with	Mennonite	
Foundation	of	Everence	
and	Lancaster	County	
Community	Foundation	
to	help	you	make	planned	
giving	decisions	while	respecting	your	wishes	and	being	
sensitive	to	your	faith	and	values.

	 If	you	would	like	to	support	Tabor	through	a	
Life	Income	Plan,	please	contact	Phyllis	Stacks	at	(717)
358-9383	or	pstacks@tabornet.org.	

	 Or	go	to	www.tabornet.org > How Can I Help? 
> Planned Giving	to	learn	more.

looking	for	reason	to	be	hopeful	about	the	future,	short	
or	long	term,	the	news	is	not	likely	to	be	the	place	you’ll	
find it.
 If the news is disheartening, I often find reason to 
be	optimistic,	comfort	and	encouragement	about	the	future	
right	here	at	Tabor.	The	story	about	John	in	this	newsletter	
highlighted	the	perseverance	and	faith	he	showed	in	very	
difficult circumstances and the gratitude he feels for the 
help	he	received.	Guy	Boyer,	the	Tabor	staff	member,	
showed	patience	and	unwavering	commitment	in	helping	
John find housing. 
	 And	I’m	continually	reminded	of	the	compassion	
and	generosity	of	Tabor’s	many	donors	as	they	help	make	
it	possible	for	our	staff	to	do	the	work	they	do.
	 Perseverance,	faith,	gratitude,	patience,	
commitment,	compassion	and	generosity	–	these	are	all	
enduring	virtues	of	which	we,	at	our	best,	are	capable.	And
they can be seen every day at Tabor. In that I find comfort, 
encouragement	and	hopefulness	about	the	future.

Looing for reasons continued. 

HUD endorsement	
	 As a result of  HUD’s Office of Housing Counseling	
on-site	performance	review	this	past	June,	Tabor	was	
recently awarded a three year unconditional certificate 
of	approval	as	a	HUD	Approved	Housing	Counseling	
Agency.	Brian	Handshy,	the	HUD	rep	who	conducted	the	
review,	emailed	Roger	Steffy,	Tabor’s	VP	for	Programs,	
“I	would	like	to	thank	you	and	your	staff	for	their	help	in	
doing	the	review	and	for	your	obvious	attention	to	detail	
and	support	of	the	clients	that	come	through	your	door.”

	 The	conclusion	from	the	Performance Review 
Report included this: “Tabor is a joy to work with and has 
clearly	earned	HUD’s	trust	as	a	high	performing	agency	
that	is	able	to	accomplish	the	goals	it	laid	out	in	its	work	

plan.	It	does	this	while	
maintaining	the	rigorous	
requirements	of	federal	
and	state	grant	reporting	
and	production	and	
keeping	a	‘human	touch’	
on the difficult services 

people	seek	from	them	daily	…	It	is	my	sincere	hope	that	
Tabor	continues	to	excel	and	increase	its	span	of	service	in	
the	coming	three	year	period.”

	 This	is	a	strong	endorsement	from	a	major	
department	of	federal	government,	attesting	to	Tabor’s	
commitment	to	excellence	and	constant	attention	to	
providing	the	highest	level	of	professional	services	while	
complying	with	the	many	regulations	and	requirements	
that	help	ensure	best	practices	and	due	diligence.

“Tabor ... has clearly 
earned HUD’s trust 
as a high performing 
agency ...”



stores	and	posted	apartment	wanted	signs,	he	came	up	empty	
and	was	out	on	the	street	once	again.	That	experience	led	to	an	
accident	which	could	have	resulted	in	him	losing	his	leg.	Four	
surgeries	later,	his	leg	was	saved,	but	it	continues	to	cause	him	
pain.	After	spending	a	year	in	a	nursing	home	recuperating	
from	that	injury,	Guy	Boyer	of	the	PATH	program,	a	joint	
program	of	Tabor	and	Lancaster	County	BHDS,	became	his	
case manager to help him find housing.

	 Guy	remembers	working	with	John	and	highlights	his	
perseverance	despite	his	inability	to	walk.	“Instead	of	giving	
up,”	Guy	says,	“he	had	the	fortitude	to	accompany	me	to	
numerous	apartments	via	the	use	of	a	wheelchair.”	Meanwhile,	
John	recalls	how	Guy	patiently	picked	him	up	at	the	nursing	
home,	put	John	into	his	car	and	his	wheelchair	into	his	trunk	
and	drove	John	around	to	put	
in	applications	at	available	
apartments.	“I	love	that	man	
to	death,”	says	John	of	Guy,	“I	
would	do	anything	for	him.”

	 One	place	Guy	took	
John	was	Golden	Triangle	
Apartments,	an	affordable	
housing	community	in	
Lancaster.	John	was	initially	
turned	down.	None	of	the	
other	places	John	looked	at	
measured	up	to	that	apartment.	
Though	disappointed,	John’s	
determination	never	faltered.	John	thought,	“You	can	do	all	
things	in	Christ	Jesus,	if	you	pray	and	believe	it	in	your	heart.”	
So	he	prayed	to	be	accepted	into	Golden	Triangle	and	in	April	
of	2011,	he	moved	into	the	apartment	he	has	maintained	since.	
A	model	tenant,	John	continues	to	prosper.	He	quit	smoking	
and	has	lost	over	one	hundred	pounds.	John	says,	“I	give	all	the	
glory	to	God,	because	God	put	Tabor	in	my	life.	I	know	every	
day	that	I	am	blessed.”			

	 Although	he	has	suffered	many	losses,	including	his	
youngest	son	in	the	Iraq	war,	and	struggles	with	managing	
his	pain,	John	tries	to	keep	his	sense	of	humor.	“I’ve	been	
close	to	death	several	times,”	he	explains,	“I	must	be	here	for	
a	purpose.	I’m	thankful	for	a	lot	of	things…	when	I	say	I	am	
very	thankful…	I	am.”	

Golden continued from page 1 

Did you know? 
	 Tabor	currently	provides	Supportive	
Housing	Services	to	six	affordable	housing	
communities: Country Club Apartments, Golden 
Triangle	Apartments	and	Dial	Apartments	in	
Lancaster;	Walnut	Street	Apartments,	Lititz;	
Marietta	Senior	Apartments,	Marietta;	and	
Cloister	Heights,	Ephrata.

	 The	purpose	is	to	enhance	the	quality	of	
life	for	residents	by	rebuilding	families	and	rental	
communities	through	early	intervention	rental	
counseling	and	community	engagement.	The	
program	helps	residents	engage	with	their	rental	

community	in	order	to	sustain	long-term	
stability.	Its	comprehensive,	preventative,	
and	proactive	case	management	service	is	
available	to	all	residents	in	the	affordable	
housing	communities.

												Case	Managers,	Kristine	Forry	
(Cloister	Heights)	and	Jennifer	Poff	(all	
other	communities),	provide	on-site	
budget	and	housing	counseling,	and	
landlord/tenant	mediation	to	assist	renters	
in	retaining	their	rental	housing.	

											Jennifer	and	Kristine	also	assist	
residents	in	coming	together	as	a	
community	by	providing	special	events	

and	educational	opportunities	on-site.

	 Jennifer	has	helped	John	(see	A 
Golden opportunity,	page	1)	with	his	section	
8 paperwork, recertification of his lease and 
rent	rebate	forms.	She	has	Thanksgiving	and	
Christmas	meals	delivered	to	him.	But,	she	says,	
“I	mostly	provide	a	listening	ear.”	She	adds,	“We	
believe	the	more	you	love	where	you	live,	the	
more	you	will	want	to	do	what	it	takes	to	retain	
your	housing,	long-term.”

 Golden Triangle Apartments, one of the 
affordable housing communities that makes Tabor’s 
Supportive Housing Services available to its residents.

 John proudly displays the 
certificate he earned when he achieved his 
goals working with Tabor.
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Last chance to register for...
Tabor Community Services’
47th Annual Fundraising Banquet
Thursday, April 16, 2015
6:00 pm - Reception
6:30 pm - Dinner & Program

Palm Court @ DoubleTree (formerly Willow Valley)

2416 Willow Street Pike, Lancaster, PA
with Master of Ceremonies, Anne Shannon
of WGAL TV-8      

Tabor Community Services’
47th Annual Fundraising Banquet
Thursday, April 16, 2015

Last chance to register for...

Tabor Talk	is	a	publication	of	Tabor	Community	Services	
308	East	King	Street	•	P.O.	Box	1676	•	Lancaster,	PA	17608-1676

	Contact	us	at	(717)	397-5182	or	www.tabornet.org

Are you crafty?
Do	you	make	small	furniture	(boxes,	

stools,	etc.)	or	other	handcrafts	such	
as	decorative	purses,	pillows,	table	
dressings,	birdhouses,	or	the	like	
that	you	could	donate	to	Tabor	for	

the	Annual	Banquet	silent	auction?	
Or	maybe	you	received	a	lovely	gift	
that	you	just	never	used.	If	you	have	

something	to	donate	(handcrafted	
or new only), you can drop it off at the Tabor offices or 
we	will	glady	arrange	to	pick	it	up	at	your	convenience.	
Contact	Phyllis	at	pstacks@tabornet.org	or	(717)	358-9383	
by	April	9th.

 

E-donate to 
Tabor! Go to 
www.tabornet.org 
and click on

“DONATE HERE.” If you prefer mailing your donation, use 
the envelope enclosed. And thank you  for your support!

Car donation program
						Donate	your	car,	boat,	truck,	RV,	
jet	ski	or	snowmobile	to	Tabor	
and	recieve	a	tax	deduction.	
This	no-cost,	no-hassle	
process	begins	when	you	
contact	our	fundraising	
partner,	Donation	Line	LLC,	at	877-227-7487.	Be	sure	to	
ask	for	Tabor	Community	Services.	

 

Go paperless! Email Lmannix@tabornet.org 
to receive future newsletters in pdf format.

April 9th is the deadline for reserving your 
seat(s) for the banquet. Event is free, but 

reservations are required. Contact Lucy at (717) 
358-9377 or Lmannix@tabornet.org, 

or mail the enclosed reservation form 
in the courtesy envelope provided. The 

evening includes a silent auction and the guitar and 
cello duo, Tom Castner and Aimee Pavlesich-Earley. 

Donations will be accepted at the event. All proceeds from 
the evening will go to serving clients in need of housing and 

financial solutions. Join us to review accomplishments 
and honor the achievements of our clients 
and the contributions of our partners and 

staff as Tabor moves forward in our 5th 
decade of serving the Lancaster community. 

We look forward to seeing you there!

Be a Banquet Sponsor   
 For a $247 sponsorship, your name or 
organization’s name and sponsorship level will be 
listed in the program, a table sign with the name or 
logo will announce your sponsorship, and the name 
or logo will be posted on Tabor’s website, linkable 
to your website. 
 ‘47th Anniversary Sponsors’  ($4,700) will 
also receive a sign in the banquet hall, listing on 
the front cover of the program, credit on the Award 
Video and be announced from the podium. There 
are various levels in between from which to choose. 
Please see the enclosed sponsorship/reservation 
form that details all the levels and their benefits. 
 Proceeds go toward defraying the costs 
of the banquet, then to serving clients in need of 
housing and financial solutions through Tabor’s 
17 comprehensive programs. If you need more 
information about being a sponsor, contact Phyllis 
at (717) 358-9383 or Pstacks@tabornet.org.

* * Deadline for sponsorships is April 8.* *  
See who else is sponsoring at www.tabornet.org>

Tabor’s 47th Annual Banquet Sponsors 

Be a Banquet Sponsor


