
	 The	recent	rioting	in	Baltimore	gave	rise	to	public	discussion	of	how	poverty	there	
helped make the city’s environment like a fume-filled room vulnerable to a spark that could 
ignite	an	explosion	of	unrest.	The	discourse	has	also	included	what	I	thought	were	some	
thoughtful	and	insightful	columns	in	newspapers	and	on	line	about	the	different	factors	
underlying	poverty.

	 Poverty	is	indeed	a	complex	
problem	caused	and	reinforced	by	the	
interaction	of	multiple	economic,	social,	
cultural,	educational	and	other	forces.	In	
fact,	its	complexity	is	what	has	made	a	
war on it so difficult to win. 

	 I	was	glad	to	see	several	pundits	
in	the	media	at	least	demonstrate	
awareness	of	its	complex	nature	even	
if	they	offered	little	more	than	the	
admonition,	so	often	heard	in	the	
aftermath	of	crises,	that	we	come	
together	as	a	nation	to	address	these	factors.

 Tabor is obviously not in a position to influence let alone control all the factors that 
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What Tabor staff do best

See Tabor staff on page 2. 

 Tabor clients 
succeed thanks 

to their own 
persistence 

and the 
guidance and 

encouragement 
of Tabor 

counselors. — Bob Thomas, President

Reason to smile
	 “I	always	had	a	good	job,”	says	Tamara.	“I	always	
worked.”	When	she	was	laid	off,	her	income	stopped.	“I	
never	in	a	million	years	thought	I	would	be	homeless,”	
she	asserts,	but	that	is	what	happened	four	years	ago.	

	 She	stayed	with	different	friends,	then	at	a	
women’s	shelter.	At	one	point	when	she	was	staying	with	
friends,	someone	threw	out	her	belongings	including	her	
birth certificate and social security card. “Since 9/11,” she 
explains,	“it’s	hard	to	get	ID	when	you	have	nothing.	It	
was	like	I	didn’t	even	exist	for	a	while.”	

	 Because	she	served	in	the	army	for	four	years,	
she	was	introduced	to	Veteran’s	Victory	House,	at	
Tabor’s	TLC	program.	A	week	before	the	winter	shelter	
closed,	she	says,	“I	was	lucky	enough	to	get	a	room	at	
TLC.”	TLC	worked	with	her	to	obtain	her	records	so	
that	she	would	be	able	to	

Tamara in the plaza in front of Tabor. 
“I didn’t use to smile,” she said.
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Be part of something bigger
 Many people find that giving assets other than 
cash makes more sense within their financial plan, and it 
maximizes their tax benefits. 

	 Tabor	has	partnered	with	Mennonite	Foundation	of	
Everence	and	Lancaster	
County	Community	
Foundation	to	help	
you	make	planned	
giving	decisions	while	
respecting	your	wishes	
and	being	sensitive	to	
your	faith	and	values.

	 Both	Everence	and	the	Community	Foundation	
accept	many	types	of	direct,	planned	and	deferred	gifts,	
and will work with you, Tabor, and your legal or financial 
advisor	regarding	the	most	effective	giving	vehicle	for	
your	circumstances.

Types of direct gifts include:
  •  Cash/Check 
		•		Credit	card	via	secure	online	donation	
		•		Appreciated	marketable	securities
		•		Closely	held	business	stock
		•		Mutual	funds

Types of planned and deferred gifts include:
		•		Bequests	by	will	or	trust
		•		Life	insurance	policies
  •   Qualified retirement plan assets such as IRA, 401(k), 

403(b), pensions
		•		Life	income	gifts	such	as	Charitable	Gift	Annuities

	 Giving	to	Tabor	through	a	foundation	is	easy.	The	
foundation will focus on flexibility and foresight allowing 
you to benefit Tabor in the way that works for you.

	 	If	you	would	like	to	learn	more,	please	contact	
Phyllis Stacks at (717) 358-9383 or pstacks@tabornet.org.
Or	go	to	www.tabornet.org > How Can I Help? > 
Planned Giving.

Did you know?	
90% / 7%

 90% of us make donations to a community benefit 
organization such as Tabor in our lifetime. But, only 7% 
of	us	designate	a	charitable	gift	in	our	will	or	estate	plan.	

	 When	our	lives	are	over,	our	gifts	to	Tabor	are	over	
as	well,	unless	a	planned	gift	has	been	arranged.	What	if	
10%	of	us,	or	20%	of	us,	decided	to	give	for	the	future?	
What kind of long-term impact could Tabor make in our 
community?

cause	and	maintain	poverty.	It	is	our	mission,	however,	
to	reach	out	to	people	suffering	in	it	and	help	them	
improve	their	lives	by	assisting	them	with	their	housing	
and financial challenges. But even that can be a daunting 
challenge	given	the	multiple	forces	that	can	conspire	to	
keep	people	in	poverty.

	 To	be	sure,	personal	determination	and	persistence	
in	those	struggling	in	poverty	and	providing	guidance	and	
support	to	them	as	they	work	to	escape	it	are	two	critically	
important	factors	that	can	contribute	to	their	success	
in	doing	so.	Encouraging	and	reinforcing	one	while	
providing	the	other	are	what	Tabor	staff	do	best.	In	this	
issue	of	Tabor Talk	you	can	read	about	Tamara	–	a	veteran	
who	was	employed	but	then	lost	her	job	and	eventually	
her	housing.	

	 She	found	her	way	to	Veterans’	Victory	House	
at	TLC	and	then	Tabor’s	Shelter	to	Independent	Living	
program.	Desiree,	her	case	manager,	worked	with	
Tamara	to	develop	and	stick	to	a	budget,	pay	down	debt	
and find new housing. And today she is doing far better 
thanks	to	her	persistence	and	Desiree’s	guidance	and	
encouragement.

Tabor staff continued. 

Tabor’s new service to 
community
 Tabor’s Shelter to Independent Living (STIL 
for short) program has been providing housing locator 
services	and	supportive	case	management	for	families	
and individuals experiencing homelessness since 1992. 
For	the	past	several	years,	this	best	practice	model	has	
been referred to as Rapid Re-housing … getting those 
experiencing	homelessness	into	housing	as	quickly	as	
possible	while	providing	case	management	to	ensure	their	
long-term	stability.	It’s	better	for	them	and	it’s	better	for	
the	community.

 Recently, Tabor has been assisting two other 
Lancaster County agencies to set up their own Rapid Re-
housing	program.	In	doing	so,	it	was	apparent	that	with	
Tabor’s	long	experience	with	locating	housing	and	the	
relationships	it	has	built	with	landlords	in	the	community,	
Tabor would be able to help the agencies find housing for 
their	clients.		

	 As	a	result,	Tabor	has	been	awarded	funding	by	
Lancaster	County	United	Way	to	provide	its	housing	
locator services in 2015-16 for not only its own rapid 
re-housing	clients	but	the	clients	of	the	other	two	re-
housing	providers.	This	is	another	example	of	how	Tabor	
collaborates	with	other	organizations	to	respond	to	needs	
in	the	community.	

http://www.tabornet.org/how_can_i_help/giving_to_tabor/planned_giving.html


apply	for	housing.	TLC	referred	her	to	Tabor’s	Shelter	to	
Independent Living (STIL) program and she worked with 
Desiree	to	obtain	permanent	housing.

	 “Being	homeless	wasn’t	fun,”	says	Tamara.	“We	
had to leave the winter shelter at 6 am, trying to find 
places	to	stay	warm.	If	it	wasn’t	for	this	program,	I	don’t	
know	where	I	would	be	because	of	my	credit.	I’m	just	
grateful.”

	 She	says,	“Desiree	
was	great.	I	got	accepted	
into	Tabor	Place	[apartments	
owned	by	Tabor	in	Lancaster	
city	and	managed	by	
Housing	Development	
Corporation].” At first she was denied because she had 
over $4,000 owed to the electric company. “Desiree 
helped	me	with	past	debts	and	budgeting	my	money.”	
Tamara	has	been	in	Tabor	Place	a	little	over	a	year.	
Desiree has helped her with Rent Rebate and the On Track 
program	for	her	electricity.

	 Having	paid	PPL	consistently	on	her	debt	and	
current	bills	for	a	year,	she	is	eligible	for	debt	forgiveness,	
and a significant amount of debt will be expunged from 
her	record.

 Tamara is confident she can continue keeping on 
budget	and	paying	bills	on	time.	“I	still	use	the	resources	
that Desiree has given me,” she explains, “… the clothing 
bank, food banks, CAP (Community Action Program) and 
the	utilities	commission	if	I	need	help.”

	 While	she	was	at	TLC,	she	was	able	to	save	money	
so	that	she	could	pay	the	security	deposit	and	several	
months’	rent	when	she	moved	to	Tabor	Place.

	 “If	it	wasn’t	for	Tabor,	I	would	probably	still	
have an issue with finding housing, Tabor gave me the 

opportunity	for	someone	to	take	a	chance	on	me.	I	tried	
finding housing on my own, but I couldn’t find anything 
because	of	my	credit.”

	 Desiree	describes	Tamara	as	family-oriented	and	
involved	in	her	community.	She	visits	her	mother	and	
siblings	regularly	and	continues	to	work	the	polls	every	
election	which	she	has	been	doing	for	years.	“Tamara	was	
the	most	independent	client	I’ve	worked	with,”	she	says.	

“We	like	to	see	clients	do	as	much	as	they	
can	on	their	own.	If	she	had	an	issue,	she	
attempted	to	resolve	it	on	her	own.”

	 								Desiree	was	able	to	get	Tamara	into	
housing.	Her	initial	application	was	denied	
because	of	her	credit.	Sheila,	Tamara’s	TLC	
case	manager,	worked	extensively	through	

the	appeal	process	with	Tamara,	and	Tamara’s	application	
was	accepted.

	 Desiree	enumerated	the	successes	Tamara	has	had	
in	the	past	year.	She	regained	her	employment	with	her	
previous	employer.	When	she	lost	her	wallet	containing	
her	photo	ID,	direct	express	card	and	rent	money,	Tamara	
took	care	of	replacing	her	card	and	photo	ID	and	worked	
with	her	landlord	to	pay	her	rent	including	any	fees	owed	
for	late	payment.	

	 At	the	Barnstormer’s	Veterans	Day	game,	Tamara	
threw the first pitch. She got married in December, but 
she	and	her	husband	continued	to	live	separately	until	
her	lease	was	up,	so	that	she	could	add	him	to	her	lease	
when	it	was	renewed.	“Tamara	did	it	the	right	way,”	says	
Desiree.	“She	did	not	want	to	do	anything	to	jeopardize	
her	housing.”

	 “I	didn’t	use	to	smile,”	Tamara	remarked	when	she	
was	asked	for	a	picture	for	the	newsletter.	But	now	she	has	
reason	to	smile.	“I	am	really,	truly	grateful.”

Reason continued from page 1 

Check out Tabor’s 47th Annual Banquet Sponsors.

Follow Tabor online! 
And share with your friends! 

      www.tabornet.org

E-donate to 
Tabor! Go to 
www.tabornet.org 
and click on

“DONATE HERE.” If you prefer mailing your donation, use 
the envelope enclosed. And thank you  for your support!

Car donation program
						Donate your car, boat, truck, RV, 
jet	ski	or	snowmobile	to	Tabor	
and	receive	a	tax	deduction.	
This	no-cost,	no-hassle	
process	begins	when	you	
contact	our	fundraising
partner, Donation Line LLC, at 877-227-7487. Be sure to 
ask	for	Tabor	Community	Services.	
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Another Record Breaker!
To all our friends who attended, sponsored and 
contributed to Tabor’s 47th Annual Banquet ... 
Thank you!
 Nearly 400 donors and friends attended the event 
at DoubleTree Resort on April 16th. And thanks to you 
we	achieved	another	record	in	donations	for	the	banquet.	
Sponsors,	donors	and	silent	auction	bidders	contributed	
more than $82,000!

	 Clients	recognized	for	their	accomplishments:
	•	Fowzia	Abdullahi,	Housing	Client	of	the	Year;
	•	Maria	Tapia,	Financial	Client	of	the	Year;
 • Maria Rodriquez, First-Time Homebuyer of the Year.

	 Community	members	recognized	for	their	
contributions	to	Tabor’s	programs:
 •  Kenneth L. Randall, Landlord of 

the	Year;
	•		Gianna	Howard,	Housing	Partner	

of	the	Year;
	•		Judith	A.	McCloud,	Volunteer	of	

the	Year.

	 The	award	nominators	and	
recipients	were	videotaped	for	
the	presentation	of	awards.	
Filming	and	editing	was	
provided by Viktoria Keener.

	 Also	recognized	were	
staff	members	who	served	
with Tabor for 5 years: Dana 
Robertson and Laura Willmer; 
Lucy	Mannix	and	Steven	J.	
Welch	were	recognized	for	
15 years of service.

	 Guests	were	
serenaded	by	the	guitar	and	
cello	duo,	Thomas	Castner	
and	Aimee	Pavlesich-Earley.

	 Homelancaster.org
provided	photography	
services	for	the	event.	

 Dutchland Rollers 
and	Tabor’s	own	faithful	group	of	volunteers	helped	
with	banquet	activities	throughout	the	evening.	

We hope to see you next year at the 
same place on Thursday, April 14th, 2016! 

Bring your friends!

Who are our sponsors?
	 You	can	see	exactly	who	
sponsored	Tabor’s	Annual	Banquet	by	
going	to	www.tabornet.org	>	Tabor’s	
47th Annual Banquet Sponsors. 
There you’ll find the list of all the 
businesses,	organizations	and	people	
who	generously	sponsored	the	banquet.	

If	they	have	
a	website,	
clicking	on	
their	logo	or	
listing	will	take	
you	directly	to	
it,	where	you	
can	learn	more	
about	them.

Guests fill the Palm Court above. Clockwise below: award 
winners (from left) Kenneth L. Randall, Fowzia Abdullahi, 
Maria Tapia and Judith A. McCloud; board member Doug 
Umble of Everence, and wife, Karen, visit with former 

board treasurer George 
Cook of Blakinger, Byler 
& Thomas and wife, 
Karen; Dutchland Rollers 
help Tabor staff tally the 
Silent Auction bids; Tabor 
volunteers relax between 
duties; Tabor counselors 
Sarah Fritz and Dana 

Robertson 
smile 
for the 
camera.

http://www.tabornet.org/anniversarysponsors.html

