
A Shalom Moment

OUR MISSION
To end prison recidivism by 
providing a comprehensive 
Christian interim housing 
program for single mothers 
leaving prison, where they can 
reunite with their children and 
be empowered with the skills 
and opportunities necessary 
for long-term self-sufficiency

TABOR BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
Handy Cuevas
Paul I. Currie
Joseph Dhansis
Tom Fasnacht
Phil Frey
Dan Hess, Chair
Sherry Hibshman
Tracy Horst
Bryan Martin
Jill M. Laskowitz
Stephanie Reese
Robert Thomas, Tabor President
Doug Umble
Lenny Walton
Ted Williams

Looking at the Long Term

the V. Ronald & Diane L. Smith
“Home for A New Start”

a program of Tabor Community Services
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Dear Friends of Beth Shalom, 

I hope you had the opportunity to join us for our 6th Annual Beth Shalom 
Celebration & Fundraising Dinner on June 13. We were privileged to 
experience the success of Beth Shalom by hearing from both a current 
resident and a graduate of the program.

It is inspiring to see the restorative process from where these women were, 
to how they grow during the program, and it is especially rewarding to see 
how their lives are impacted after their time at Beth Shalom. We again were 
reminded of the life-changing work that occurs when participants fully put 
their faith, trust, and hope in God. 

Beth Shalom has not just impacted the lives of adults, but also has had a 
profound impact on their childrens' lives as well. During the banquet, I 
noticed that Brittany's daughter wanted to share something with everyone. 
When I gave her the microphone, she simply wanted to say "Thank you, 
because I can now be with my mom" which is only possible through the 
support she receives and your continued generosity.

In this edition of "A Shalom Moment," we read about Dana, the Beth Shalom 
graduate who was at our dinner in June. Catching up with her has not only 
reminded me of the impact of Beth Shalom on women as they are in the 
program, but also that we still need to prayerfully support participants even 
after their time at Beth Shalom is complete.

As Beth Shalom continues on its mission, ensuring its future is crucial to the 
long-term success of these women exiting prison. In this issue of "A Shalom 
Moment," please read Anna Rose's story. She, like many of you, has seen the 
value and necessity of programs like Beth Shalom and wants them supported 
for a long time. 

Please consider following her example in making a planned gift to ensure 
the future of Beth Shalom. If you have any questions about planned gifts, the 
different types, or how they can be beneficial to both you and Beth Shalom, 
please contact Phyllis at 717.358.9383 or PStacks@tabornet.org.

Thank you, once again, for your faithful support and prayers.



Dana started using pills and marijuana at age 11, 
eventually using heroin and crack cocaine. At sixteen 
she was stealing to support her habit. At nineteen, 
she went into rehab and then a half-way house. She 
got pregnant, turned herself in for a violation, served 
time in jail, went to rehab, had her son and stayed 
clean for a year and a half. 
Then she relapsed and lost her oldest son … served 
time in jail … moved in with her father … got her 
son back and lived 5 years clean. During this time 
she had another son. 
Then she relapsed and the now familiar cycle started 
all over again. 

At Beth Shalom, Dana had the time to work on 
herself, to be quiet and write and talk through the 
bad feelings that she had held onto for years. She was 
no longer consumed with the fear of using again and 
ruining everything. She explained, “At first I didn’t 
think I could be on my own. But I started getting 
the energy to do what I needed to do. I go to my 
meetings, classes and counseling. I’m now able to 
work on myself in my group.” 
We caught up with Dana again and she graciously 
shared her experience at the recent Beth Shalom 
dinner in June. Here are her responses to the 
questions Anne Shannon asked. 
Anne: Do you feel the Christian aspect of Beth 
Shalom helped you? 
Dana: Absolutely. I grew up in the Church. Beth 
Shalom helped me with finding a church I liked and 
finding my higher power. 
A: What are your plans for the future? 
D: Going back to school. My long-term goal is to be 
a drug and alcohol counselor and help people going 
through what I went through. My short-term goal is 
to work with children. 
A: How has this helped your daughter? 
D: My daughter is my life … she is my world. Beth 
Shalom was a turning point in my life. I can’t even 
explain where I would be without her and my two 
boys. 
A: What would you tell other women that are in the 
Beth Shalom program? 
D: Hang in there. The few things you have to do to be 
involved in Beth Shalom … do it. I never would have 
found a higher power if Beth Shalom hadn’t pushed 
me to find a church. 

See Looking ahead on the next page.

We first spoke with Dana in 2011, when she had 
been in the Beth Shalom program for two months. 
In Beth Shalom’s Bible Study, Dana studied The God 
Who Seeks You and learned what it really means 
to enter a relationship with Jesus. She learned that 
turning to God means turning from something 
else, and putting her former life of addictions and 
resentment behind her. 

Dana and her daughter at the Beth Shalom Banquet

Looking back … looking ahead



See Win-Win-Win on back page.

Dana graduated from Beth Shalom in 2012. She recently 
left a full-time managerial job for another job that would 
allow her to better care for her two year-old daughter. She 
continues her visitations with her boys, determined to 
remain a part of their lives. Dana has come to terms with 
her past and strives to be a good example for her children, 
“I hope my children grow up and choose a different path 
than I went down.” 
Dana currently lives in her own place, on her own, and is 

Looking ahead Continued

hopeful about the future. “Beth Shalom prepared 
me by getting bills put in my name,” Dana remarks. 
“It made me wake up and realize that I had to 
start doing things for myself. Learning to budget 
helped me … I make sure my bills are paid before 
anything.” 
Please keep Dana and her family in your thoughts 
and prayers as she continues her journey in life after 
Beth Shalom.

Anna Rose Schannauer can’t remember exactly when 
she started volunteering for Tabor, but it’s been over 
a dozen years. She has helped prepare newsletter and 
annual appeal mailings, worked on events and held 
Bible studies for the women of Beth Shalom. 

We’ve always known her as Anna Rose. She was named 
for her father’s sister, Anna, and her mother’s sister, 
Rosa. Neither of them had children, so when her 
parents passed, she became their caretaker, handling 
their bills for them. But her high school and college 
friends only knew her as “Diffy.” “My maiden name 
is Diffenbaugh,” she explains. “As a child I called my 
father Dee-dee, so that became my nickname and 
eventually it became “Diffy.” 

She taught elementary school for 33 years, including 30 
years teaching kindergarten. “I loved getting up every 
morning and going to teach,” she says. “When I retired 
I volunteered at the library and Catholic school doing 
story hours. I just couldn’t give up my time with the 
5-year-olds. It’s a delightful age.” 

When Phyllis, Tabor’s Vice President for 
Development, approached Anna Rose about making 
a planned gift to support Tabor, Anna Rose selected a 
gift annuity through Everence. 

Her gift annuity provided an immediate tax 
deduction for a portion of her gift. Everence is paying 
Anna Rose (or a beneficiary, if she has chosen one) 
a dependable, fixed income for life. The remaining 
balance will be transferred to Tabor at the end of the 
contract (the death of the last beneficiary). A portion 
of Anna Rose’s annuity payments are also tax free. 

“Providing an annuity for Tabor was very easy to 
set up and, if you have the finances, it is one of the 
best things you can do with your money. You receive 
money from the annuity on a schedule you set up and 
in the meantime, your money is being invested. It’s 
not just sitting in a bank account. It’s working money. 
I knew I could afford it, and when I am no longer 
here [to support Tabor], my money will be doing 
actively good. 

“I feel God is so good and I have been so blessed, 
I just want to give back. Tabor is one of those 
organizations that helps so many people. 

 “I’m thinking of all the lives that this gift is going to 
touch … the women of Beth Shalom … the people in 
TLC … people, who through no fault of their own, 
lost their housing … people who need a second start. 
Tabor is a wonderful support organization for those 
people. I’m sure many people can be blessed by the 
gift.” 

Anna Rose likes the 50 for 50 Campaign because 
it’s a good way to get more people to hear about 
what Tabor is doing and what they can do with their 
finances. She says, “I would like Tabor to be more 
well-known, so more people would support them.” 

A Win-Win-Win



A Shalom Moment is published by Beth Shalom House of Peace 
the V. Ronald & Diane L. Smith Home for A New Start 
PO Box 1676, Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Beth Shalom is a program of Tabor Community Services.
717.358.9376  •  fax 717.399.4127

• dish detergent • toilet paper 
• paper towels  • tissues
• hand soap   • Pampers, sizes 4, 5 & 6
• dust spray  • women's sanitary products
• Magic Erasers  • Pine-Sol or Mr. Clean
• all purpose cleaners •  glass cleaner
• towels & wash cloths • single & double bed sheets

Represent Beth Shalom to your congregation or group: 
announce special events, fundraisers, and other needs; place 
notices in church bulletins or newsletters; distribute or post 
Beth Shalom materials; let us know about opportunities for 
presenting the story of Beth Shalom to a Sunday School 
class, at a banquet or to a youth group; and include Beth 
Shalom in your church’s or group’s mission budget for an 
annual offering.

Contact Phyllis at pstacks@tabornet.org or 717.358.9383 
to be an Advocate or receive more information.

Beth Shalom needs $10, $20 and $30 gift 
cards to stores such as Target or Walmart 
where the women can shop in one place for 
the clothing and food they need immediately. 

If you, your church, Sunday school, social 
group or company would like to purchase 
these cards for Beth Shalom, or donate any 
of the items below, please contact Lenara at 
717.358.9376 or Lporter@tabornet.org. 

Click on ‘Donate Now,’ top, right corner of your screen. Enter 
the amount under Beth Shalom and follow the instructions. 
Don’t want to donate on-line? Use the envelope enclosed. 

Go to www.bethshalomlancaster.org

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Send your email address to NLammey@tabornet.org 
to receive future newsletters in pdf format via email.

Go Paperless

When women leave prison ...
they leave with nothing. 

Anna Rose will be 88 in February and continues to 
volunteer. We and the other volunteers always look 
forward to her cheerful presence. “Volunteering is 
something I can do,” she says, “I don’t think I could 
keep up with 5-year-olds anymore. 

“When I was in college I was very active in sports. 
Because of that, I was inducted into the Kutztown 
Athletic Hall of Fame when I was 75. I played 
basketball and soccer (my favorite) and won a lot of 
awards for archery. 

“I have good health … that is the biggest blessing I 
have had. 

“I think this tax annuity is a win-win-win. I get a tax 
benefit, Tabor gets money to help people, and the 
people Tabor helps also win. It is a 3-way win.”

SPREAD GOD’S LOVE ... MENTOR!

Many residents are young in Christ and need strong 
Christian friends in their lives. If you are interested in 
being a spiritual mentor to a Beth Shalom mother, contact 
Lenara at Lporter@tabornet.org or 717.358.9376. 

Donate Online!

www.BethShalomLancaster.org

Win-Win-Win Continued
Please join us and 
support Beth Shalom 
as well as other local 
non-profits as we host 
an Extraordinary Give 
Pre-Party at 308 E. 
King (Tabor’s building). 
Our party will feature 
live entertainment, 
displays for Beth 
Shalom and other 
non-profits, a donation 
station, and local 
food trucks! As we 
approach the Extra 
Give, please check Beth 
Shalom's Facebook 
page and website for 
more information.

5-8 PM
11.18.16 DROP-IN

The Extraordinary Give is Lancaster County’s largest day 
of giving. If you are unable to attend our event, please 
give to  Tabor Community Services (write a note to 
designate Beth Shalom) on 11.18.16 at extragive.org.


