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OUR MISSION
To end prison recidivism by 
providing a comprehensive 
Christian interim housing 
program for single mothers 
leaving prison, where they can 
reunite with their children and 
be empowered with the skills 
and opportunities necessary 
for long-term self-sufficiency
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Dear Friends of Beth Shalom, 

 Since reopening its doors in 2006, Beth Shalom has been a haven 
for women and their children. With your generous and prayerful 
support, you have helped us provide a place where women can feel safe, 
grow in their relationship with God, and learn skills needed to maintain 
a healthy, stable, and self-sufficient life.

 I hope you will have the opportunity to join us in hearing about the 
restorative work that Beth Shalom has, and continues to accomplish at 
our 7th Annual Celebration & Fundraising Banquet on June 14.

 Last year’s banquet had the largest attendance yet for a Beth Shalom 
Banquet, so we are moving to Yoder’s Restaurant for lunch! We also 
are excited for our speaker, Warden Cheryl Steberger, who is Lancaster 
County Prison’s first female warden. Her insight and experience in 
working in the Lancaster County Prison for 20 years will continue to 
show us how critical Beth Shalom’s ministry is for mothers as they exit 
prison.

 In this issue of A Shalom Moment, Isa’s story is another example of 
this transformational process taking place at Beth Shalom. 

 Having the opportunity to hear stories like Isa’s, I hope you will 
attend and/or sponsor this year’s Annual Banquet. Last year’s Banquet 
brought in more than $14,000 in revenue for Beth Shalom. This year our 
goal is $18,000. 

 If you could ask your church, Sunday school group or other group 
to which you may belong, to contribute at the Benefactor, Supporting 
Sponsor, or Mentor Sponsor level, that would go a long way to helping us 
reach our goal.

 You can sponsor or RSVP by using the enclosed card. Also more 
information is on the back page.

Thank you for your continued prayerful support,

Anne E. Shannon
Ex-officio Tabor Board Member



Isa is a happy, positive 30-year old single mother 
of two daughters, 7 and 8 years old.  But she wasn’t 
always that way. 

Isa was on probation when she started selling drugs 
and soon began using heroin herself.  Eight months 
later her house was raided and she was incarcerated 
on September 29, 2015 – a day she’ll always 
remember. She spent 11 months in prison.  The 
children’s father cared for them during this time.

After release from prison, she completed a six-month 
stay at Gaudenzia Vantage House, a therapeutic 
community program for women struggling with 
drugs and alcohol.  Lenara, Beth Shalom’s program 
coordinator, had an opening at Beth Shalom and 

notified the director of Vantage House.  Lenara 
reviewed Isa’s application and accepted her into the 
program.  Isa happily moved into Beth Shalom with 
her two daughters.  Lenara comments, “When I 
met Isa, she was a very humble young lady and was 
ready to start a new life.” 

Isa’s biggest obstacle was telling herself that “I don’t 
need to feel weak or overwhelmed by fear.”  Because 
her mother, sister, and brother all live in Florida, she 
felt alone.  With Lenara’s help during their weekly 
meetings, Isa now believes that “you’re never alone.” 

Isa attends Bible study, attends church every 
Sunday, has completed five weeks of Tabor’s Life 
Skills program, and recently applied for a job.  It’s 
important for her to have structure in her life.  Her 
main goal is to stay sober and clean, be a good role 
model for her daughters, establish security in her 
life, save money, and see her mom and give her a 
hug.

Beth Shalom has given Isa the secure, safe 
environment that she and her daughters need.  “It’s a 
safe haven, and the girls love the space to play in the 
backyard.” She has also learned to be patient with 
herself, living one day at a time.

To the donors of Beth Shalom, Isa simply and 
sincerely says, “Thank you.  Your help not only helps 
women and children, but it helps a family be able to 
bond and be together.”

Isa’s advice to others is “Never give up on yourself 
and never forget to ask for help. I am proof that 
miracles do happen and people can change.  Lenara 
and Beth Shalom helped me make these changes.”

You are Never Alone



Dan Hess, currently chair of Tabor’s Board of Directors, 
has been a Board Member since 2008. When Tabor 
proposed the 50 for 50 campaign to obtain 50 committed 
planned gifts before Tabor’s 50th anniversary in 2018, 
Dan and his wife Evanna thought it was a very good 
idea. They especially liked having those who committed 
to a planned gift become members of the Grace Wenger 
Society. 

Dan says, “This campaign is a great way to invite people 
in. It respects a history of successful and trustworthy 
contribution to the community. It’s a great package.”

Dan and Evanna decided to become members of the 
Grace Wenger Society by making Tabor a beneficiary in 
their will. “It was a no-brainer for us,” says Dan. “We’ve 
been fans of Tabor for a long time. It seemed normal since 
we’ve been supporting Tabor on an ongoing basis year in 
and year out, that it also made sense to consider what we 
might be able to offer long-term. Our gift is just a small 
pebble to be added to the stream. It will join the gifts of a 
very large number of people in the community who are 
contributing to and caring about the services that Tabor 
provides for those who need a hand up.”

Evanna adds, “With Dan’s involvement on the board for 
so many years, I hear a lot about Tabor. We know that 
people have benefited greatly from Tabor’s services. It’s 
a program in our community that is well respected and 
very effective, and we decided it’s important to us to be 
part of it. So it certainly is an easy decision  to make a 
planned gift.”

The Hess’s have a personal tie to Grace Wenger herself. 
They were both students of Grace when they were 
attending Lancaster Mennonite High School. Then when 
Dan went to Millersville University, Grace was a professor 
there. “She really was a woman that cut quite an arc for 

her time … in spite of her time,” remarks Dan. “Not 
just with her inspiration of Tabor, but who she was as 
a person, the impression she made on students, her 
capacity to move in the professional world, which was 
unusual for a woman from the Mennonite community 
at that time.” 

To anyone considering a planned gift to Tabor, Evanna 
says, “If you want to make a real difference in your 
community, for people who have limited resources 
and are looking for help, and you are concerned about 
local needs, Tabor is an organization that you should 
consider because of their reputation and the excellent 
work that they are known to do.”

Dan adds, “With Tabor’s track record, this is an 
investment that you can be sure is going to pay off, not 
only in the present, but into the future.”

A Graceful Gift

Please take a moment to read the story above and consider following Dan 
and Evanna's example by making arrangements for a planned gift to Beth 
Shalom to ensure that its mission will continue well into the future.

I have already made arrangements 
for a planned gift to Beth Shalom.

I would like more information about 
planned giving. Please contact me to 
set up an appointment to discuss my 
planned giving options.

*Please cut out this section and return it in the enclosed envelope

Name

Phone

Email

Address

City, State, Zip





A Shalom Moment is published by Beth Shalom House of Peace 
the V. Ronald & Diane L. Smith Home for A New Start 
PO Box 1676, Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Beth Shalom is a program of Tabor Community Services.
717.358.9376  •  fax 717.399.4127

• dish detergent • toilet paper 
• paper towels  • tissues
• hand soap   • Pampers, sizes 4, 5 & 6
• dust spray  • women's sanitary products
• Magic Erasers  • Pine-Sol or Mr. Clean
• all purpose cleaners •  glass cleaner
• towels & wash cloths • single & double bed sheets

Represent Beth Shalom to your congregation or group: 
announce special events, fundraisers, and other needs; place 
notices in church bulletins or newsletters; distribute or post 
Beth Shalom materials; let us know about opportunities for 
presenting the story of Beth Shalom to a Sunday School 
class, at a banquet, or to a youth group; and include Beth 
Shalom in your church’s or group’s mission budget for an 
annual offering.

Contact Phyllis at pstacks@tabornet.org or 717.358.9383 
to be an Advocate or receive more information.

Beth Shalom needs $10, $20, and $30 gift 
cards to stores such as Target or Walmart, 
where the women can shop in one place for 
the clothing and food they need immediately. 

If you, your church, Sunday school, social 
group, or company would like to purchase 
these cards for Beth Shalom, or donate any 
of the items below, please contact Lenara at 
717.358.9376 or Lporter@tabornet.org. 

Click on ‘Donate Now,’ top, right corner of your screen. Enter 
the amount under Beth Shalom and follow the instructions. 
Don’t want to donate online? Use the envelope enclosed. 

Go to www.bethshalomlancaster.org

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Send your email address to NLammey@tabornet.org 
to receive future newsletters by email.

Go Paperless

When women leave prison ...
they leave with nothing. 

SPREAD GOD’S LOVE ... MENTOR!

Many residents are young in Christ and need strong 
Christian friends in their lives. If you are interested in 
being a spiritual mentor to a Beth Shalom mother, contact 
Lenara at Lporter@tabornet.org or 717.358.9376. 

Donate Online!

www.BethShalomLancaster.org

Yoder's Restaurant 
& Banquet Facility
14 South Tower Road
New Holland, PA 17557

NEW LOCATION

11 am - Registration
11:30 am  - Program and Luncheon

NEW TIME
• Donations will be accepted at the luncheon

• Event is free, but reservations are required

• We will again be holding a silent aution!• Speaker: Warden Cheryl Steberger

Please RSVP by May 31

{ Mail the enclosed card
Phone 717.358.9377
Email NLammey@tabornet.org

WAYS TO RSVP

Wednesday, June 14, 2017
7th Annual Celebration & Fundraising Banquet


