
At 83 years young, Lydia, a mother 
of 8, grandmother of 18 and great 
grandmother of twin boys, came to Tabor 
Community Services for counseling. At 
that time she was living in her home in 
Lancaster, which needed repairs that she 
could not afford. During her conversation 
with Randi, a counselor with the Ann 
B. Barshinger Financial Empowerment 
Center, she told Randi that she needed 
to move and needed housing. Randi 
called 211 and reached United Way, who 
knew of an apartment at the Marietta 
Senior Apartments where Tabor provides 
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supportive services. Lydia completed 
an application and was accepted as a 
resident.

With assistance from Off the Streets, 
whose founder Tabor recognized in 
2016 as the Housing Partner of the Year, 
Lydia received her security deposit and 
first month’s rent. When she moved into 
her apartment, she met Kristine, Tabor's 
Supportive Services coordinator at 
Marietta Senior Apartments. In her role, 
Kristine develops a relationship with 
Continued on page 2
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-Bob Thomas, President

See Their Calling on page 2

Tabor’s 50th anniversary has prompted 
me to reflect, as I often have since I’ve 
been here, on the things that have 
accounted for Tabor’s longevity and 
success  in serving people.  Certainly 
among them are the dedicated and 
skilled staff we have been fortunate to 
have over the years.  Their commitment 
and abilities in helping clients are what 
have made such a big difference in so 
many lives.  The availability of funding 
through government agencies and 
Tabor’s decision early in its history 
to seek it also laid the groundwork 
for what became longstanding 
partnerships and support from them.

Tabor’s founders and leaders in its 
early years also played a critical role 
in establishing a foundation on which 
the organization would grow.  To 
be sure, they were women and men 
attuned to the challenges of their times 
and willing to use skills they had to 
address them.  Troubled by the poverty 
and racial discrimination 
in housing they saw in 
Lancaster in the 1960’s, they 
applied their knowledge of 
business and real estate to 
these problems in order 
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Finding Her Way

Their Calling Gave Direction



the resident, and the primary objective is 
helping residents stay independent in their 
home. She has helped Lydia with her health 
insurance appeals, contacts agencies Lydia 
may need, addresses any health concerns 
she may have and sought assistance from 
the Central PA Food Bank for Lydia to 
receive a monthly food box. Lydia describes 
Kristine as “wonderful, with a beautiful 
attitude towards helping people.” She 
has always been impressed by Kristine's 
professionalism and compentency.

Since February 2017 Lydia has been happy 
living in Marietta, attending church, 
reading the Bible, meeting new friends and 
reminds everyone, “I knew the Lord would 
lead me where I needed to be, and I am 
blessed.” She encourages anyone who “gets 
into a predicament where they can’t help 
themselves, pray and go to Tabor. They will 
help you find your way.”

To Tabor’s donors, Lydia says, “Tabor is 
a good investment. Your contributions 
help so many people who, with your help, 
become self-sufficient. I appreciate all they 
do for Tabor.”

Finding Her Way Continued Their Calling Continued

A. Grace Wenger
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to help people obtain housing who 
might otherwise have been unable to 
do so.  Our founders and early leaders 
were also people with vision for the 
ways in which Tabor could develop 
that guided the organization’s formative 
years.

One factor, however, played what our 
historical records indicate was the 
primary driving force behind Tabor’s 
founding and what I believe has 
undergirded Tabor’s work since – the 
calling the founders believed they had 
“to work at the problems of poverty 
and racial discrimination” as they wrote 
in their founding statement.  Rooted 
in the scriptures, their calling gave 
direction to the organization’s work, the 
energy it required and determination to 
persist in the face of setbacks.  And that 
enduring commitment sustains Tabor’s 
work to this day.

We are celebrating our 50 years of service through Tabor's 50 for 50 
Campaign: Ensuring Tabor's Future. For our 50th year, our goal is to 
secure commitments from 50 of its supporters to include legacy gifts 
for Tabor in their estate plans so that Tabor can positively impact our 
community long into the future. If you would like more information, 
please contact Phyllis at 717.358.9383 or at PStacks@tabornet.org.

Bob Thomas, President of Tabor 
Community Services since 2006, 
plans to retire from his position 
effective September 30 of this year. 

Retirement 
Announcement



Lucy decided to make a planned gift in the 
form of an IRA with Tabor being one of the 
beneficiaries. It was an easy process.  Another 
motivation is “I know it will be good for Tabor 
and the community.” 

To someone considering a planned gift 
to Tabor, Lucy says, “It’s a great place to 
give in any way you can. If you’re able to 
make a planned gift, it’s a great way for the 
organization to maintain its sustainability.  I 
can depend on them to do what is needed, 
even as needs change.” 

Even though Lucy was reluctant to talk about 
herself, she says, Tabor’s 50 for 50 campaign 
(Tabor’s campaign for 50 planned gifts by 
Tabor’s 50th anniversary in May) and being a 
member of The Grace Wenger Society makes 
her feel “special.”  “It’s a great way to honor 
Grace Wenger’s legacy.”

When Lucy Mannix moved to 
Lancaster from Brooklyn, she was 
interested in volunteering and came 
to Tabor Community Services. In 
less than a year, she started working 
full-time at Tabor and stayed for 16 
years until her retirement last year.     
Lucy was inspired to make a planned gift to 
Tabor because of her interaction with clients 
and staff at Tabor. “I know the work Tabor 
does for the community, I saw how peoples’ 
lives were improved because they were able 
to use Tabor’s services and resources. These 
clients weren’t given a gift. With 20 programs 
and the help of their counselors, they took the 
steps needed to become independent. Some 
moved from homelessness to shelters and 
then to permanent housing. Others learned 
how to manage their money, pay off debts and 
improve their financial stability. Some became 
homeowners for the first time.” 

Continuing the Legacy

In announcing his retirement, Thomas said, 
“Serving Tabor over the past 11 years has 
been a very rewarding experience for which I 
will always be grateful.  I’m very proud of the 
wonderful staff we have and the great work 
they do in helping our clients.”

Jill Laskowitz, Chair of Tabor’s Board of 
Directors, said, “We are extremely grateful for 

Bob’s extraordinary leadership and celebrate 
Tabor’s many accomplishments while he was 
President ... Tabor is grounded in the belief that 
we must build a strong and united community 
where all people have the opportunity to live in 
decent, affordable housing and be financially self-
sufficient. Bob’s leadership advanced this mission 
every day.”

Come to our banquet! Invite your friends!

Thursday, May 17 (More info on back page)

Shady Maple Banquets & Conference Center



Annual Banquet

For all sponsorships, your name or organization’s 
name and sponsorship level will be listed in the 
program, on Tabor's website, and your name or logo 
will be on a table sign at the banquet. Additional 
benefits apply to some sponsorships.

Sponsorships range from $250 to $5,000. 

Additional year-long 50th Anniversary 
sponsorships and marketing opportunities are 
also available.

For more information, please contact Phyllis at 
717.358.9383 or Pstacks@tabornet.org.

Be a Sponsor

Celebrating 50 years of service to Lancaster County

EVENT IS FREE, BUT RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED

129 Toddy Dr
East Earl, PA 17519

To RSVP

Date

Location

TIME

RSVP & Sponsor BY May 3

Thursday, May 17

Shady Maple Banquet & 
Conference Center

6:00 PM   Reception
6:30 PM   Dinner & Program

Mail: Use the enclosed form
Online Form: www.Tabornet.org
Email: NLammey@tabornet.org
Phone: 717.358.9377

Brian Roche of WGAL 8 will emcee the evening 
as we review accomplishments and honor the 
achievements of our clients and the contributions 
of our partners and staff.

The silent auction will be open through dinner, 
and donations will be accepted at the banquet.

Please join us  for Tabor's
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Empty Bowls (Benefits TLC, a program of Tabor)
April 22, 2018 | 4 - 7 PM
Tickets: $30
Lancaster Creative Factory
560 S. Prince St | Lancaster, PA 17603
For more info: www.tlclancaster.org

Leatherwoods Beth Shalom Benefit Concert & Picnic
June 28, 2018 | 6 - 9 PM
Tickets: $35
Brick Gables
800 E Newport Rd | Lititz, PA 17543
For more info: www.bethshalomlancaster.org

Upcoming Events:


