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Dear friends of Beth Shalom,
 As we head into 2019, we are excited about 
what God is doing in mothers’ lives at Beth 
Shalom. We are excited to know that they will have 
hope—hope for a future of restoration—hope for 
personal and spiritual growth—and hope for their 
children’s futures. 

 In this issue of “A Shalom Moment,” we 
read about Stephany. Through God’s grace and 
your generous support, she is able to remove the 
negative influences in her life, grow in her faith, 
and create a bright future for her daughter. Her 
story is one more example of the restorative and 
life-changing work that happens every day at Beth 
Shalom.

 As you look through this newsletter, please 
take a moment to read the letter from new Tabor 
President, Mike McKenna. We are thankful that he 
has a heart for the restorative work that happens 
in the lives of mothers as they continue their 
journey at Beth Shalom.

 Looking toward the summer, we hope that 
you will be able to join us for our 9th Annual Beth 
Shalom Celebration and Fundraising Banquet on 
Wednesday, June 19 at the Eden Resort & Suites for 
lunch. Please invite friends that would be interested 
in supporting our ministry. More information is on 
the back page of this newsletter and a card to RSVP 
is enclosed.

 As you continue to learn about and invest 
in Beth Shalom, I would encourage you to also 
consider making a planned gift to ensure that in 
the future, women like Stephany will have a loving, 
Christian environment to rebuild their lives for 
both themselves and their children. For more 
information on legacy giving, please contact Phyllis 
Stacks at 717.358.9383 or at PStacks@tabornet.org.

 Thank you for your continued prayerful support, 



Thank you to everyone who supported Beth 
Shalom During the Extra Give in 2018!

Stephany is a 25-year-old single mother of an active, 
fun-loving, five-year-old daughter. She had been in 
an abusive relationship that ended with her leaving. 
Shortly after that, due of several health issues, she 
lost her job and was unable to work. She and her 
daughter lived with her parents until they returned to 
their native country of the Dominican Republic. 

During this time Stephany was involved in an 
unhealthy friendship that led to her incarceration for 
3-1/2 months. Her daughter lived with her aunt in 
Florida until she was released from prison. 

Fortunately, Stephany was referred to Lenara Porter, 
program coordinator for Beth Shalom. The same day 
she spoke with Lenara, she moved into Beth Shalom 
where she has lived for three months. 

Stephany has been intentional in removing the 
negative influences in her life. She has healthy 
friendships with other participants at Beth Shalom, 
and she has a strong relationship with God. She 
participates in Bible study and life skill classes, is 
working on her GED, is looking for a job, and is 
searching for daycare for her daughter. 

Looking back, Stephany says, “I prayed a lot, and my 
prayers were answered. God brought Lenara into my 
life. My faith gave me a new start.” 

Stephany is grateful for Beth Shalom and the 
opportunity that she was given to reunite with her 
daughter and rebuild her life. Looking toward her 
daughter's future, Stephanie hopes that she will get 
a good education, achieve her goals, be happy, and 
have a good heart.

Together Again 



Dear friends of Beth Shalom, 

I am Mike McKenna, Tabor’s new President since October. I wanted an opportunity to share a 
bit about who I am, and why the work of Beth Shalom resonates deeply within me.  

My journey to a career in service to others began a long time ago. My parents brought my sisters 
and I to serve dinner at St. Columba shelter in Philadelphia when I was in elementary school. 
That connection to Christian service continued throughout high school and college. When I was 
in high school I had a chance to travel to Tijuana, Mexico, a border town next to San Diego. As 
part of our planning for the trip, the group leaders shared with us a prayer written by a Catholic 
bishop from Michigan, that was inspired by the work of Archbishop Oscar Romero, a priest 
who fought for the rights of the poor during El Salvador’s civil war. That prayer and the legacy of 
Romero, has inspired me time and again. So I’d like to share an excerpt with you here:  

 No statement says all that could be said. 

 No prayer fully expresses our faith. 

 No confession brings perfection. 

 No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 

 No program accomplishes the Church's mission. 

 No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 

 This is what we are about. 

 We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 

 We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. 

 We lay foundations that will need further development. 

 We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities. 

 We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 

 This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 

When I think about Beth Shalom and the hard work that Lenara and the volunteers and the 
residents are doing every day, the work made possible by your generosity, I think about 
the message of this prayer. The women are learning new skills and their future potential is 
nurtured. And in turn, they are pouring into their kids and their “future promise” so that the 
cycle of poverty and incarceration might be broken forever. That journey is never fully complete 
and we’re all striving for wholeness. But we are indeed “doing something very well.”  
 
I am honored to be part of the work of Tabor and Beth Shalom. I pray that I may be worthy of the 
task of leadership before me, and that the Lord blesses me with wisdom and grace in the years 
ahead. I welcome the opportunity to get to meet you, our faithful supporters. Feel free to reach 
out to me at mmckenna@tabornet.org or by phone at 717-358-9260.  

Mike McKenna
President, Tabor Community Services

A message from Tabor Community Services' New President



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Target Gift Cards ($10-30)
• Walmart Gift Cards ($10-30)
• Dish detergent
• Toilet paper
• Paper towels
• Tissues
• Hand soap
• Pampers (sizes 4, 5 & 6)
• Dust spray

• Women's sanitary products
• Magic Erasers
• Pine-Sol or Mr. Clean
• All-purpose cleaners
• Glass cleaner
• Towels & wash cloths
• Single & double bed sheets

Current & Ongoing Needs List

As mothers at Beth Shalom rebuild their lives for 
themselves and their children, there are so many 
things that they immediately need. If you, your 
youth group, company, or other group would like to 
donate any of the items listed above, please contact 
Lenara at 717.358.9376 or Lporter@tabornet.org.

Board of Directors Paul I. Currie, Joseph Dhansis, Phil Frey, Smokey 
Glover, Dan Hess, Sherry Hibshman, Tracy Horst, Jill M. Laskowitz 
(Chair), Bryan Martin, Stephanie Reese, Brian Roche, Mike McKenna 
(Tabor President), Doug Umble, Lenny Walton, Charity Welch

Beth Shalom's Mission
To end prison recidivism by providing a comprehensive 
Christian interim housing program for single mothers 
leaving prison, where they can reunite with their 
children and be empowered with the skills and 
opportunities necessary for long-term self-sufficiency.

Be an Advocate
• Help coordinate opportunities with a church or social 
group where we can share about Beth Shalom

• Share information about special events, fundraisers, 
and program needs

• Place notices in church bulletins or newsletters

• Distribute or post Beth Shalom materials

• Include Beth Shalom in your church’s or group’s 
mission budget for an annual offering

Please contact Nate at NLammey@tabornet.org or 
717.358.9377 for more information

Mentor
Many residents are young in Christ and need 
strong Christian friends in their lives. If you are 
a woman interested in being a spiritual mentor 
to a Beth Shalom mother, contact Lenara at 
Lporter@tabornet.org or 717.358.9376. 

11 am - Registration
11:30 am  - Program and Lunch

RSVP by June 5

Event is free but reservations are required
Donations will be accepted at the lunch

TO RSVP:
Mail Use the enclosed form

Online www.BethShalomLancaster.org

Email NLammey@tabornet.org

Phone 717.358.9377

NEW LOCATION!
Eden Resort
222 Eden Rd
Lancaster, PA 17601

Wednesday, June 19

CELEBRATION & 
FUNDRAISING BANQUET

9th Annual

Join us to celebrate and support 
the hope that mothers exiting 
prison have at Beth Shalom!

PO Box 1676, Lancaster, PA 17608-1676   717.358.9376


