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For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. Plans to prosper, plans for a hope and a future. -Jeremiah 29:11
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To end prison recidivism by 
providing a comprehensive 
Christian interim housing 
program for single mothers 
leaving prison, where they can 
reunite with their children and 
be empowered with the skills 
and opportunities necessary 
for long-term self-sufficiency
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Dear Friends of Beth Shalom,

 In this issue of "A Shalom Moment," we read about Amanda. 
Through God’s grace, she isn't burdened with guilt or shame, but instead 
is hopeful for her future. Her story is only possible because of your 
continued and generous support; please take a moment to read her story.

 As we head into 2018, we are excited about two events that we have 
planned for this year. The first is a benefit concert and picnic for Beth 
Shalom on June 28. This event will feature The Leatherwoods who play a 
variety of music including folk, country, gospel, blues, and bluegrass. For 
more information and to purchase tickets for this event, please see the 
enclosed card. 

 We are also having our 8th Annual Beth Shalom Celebration and 
Fundraising Banquet on Wednesday, July 25 at Yoder's Restaurant and 
Banquet Facility for lunch. Please invite friends that would be interested 
in learning about our mission. More information is on the back page of 
this newsletter and a card to RSVP is enclosed.

 Finally, I would encourage you to read about Dennis and Fern 
Clemmer on page 3. They are participating in Tabor's 50 for 50 
campaign: Ensuring Tabor's Future. They see the importance and value of 
programs like Beth Shalom and want to ensure that those programs will 
continue to operate for a long time.

 As you continue to learn about and invest in Beth Shalom, I 
would encourage you to also consider making a planned gift to ensure 
that in the future, women like Amanda will have a loving, Christian 
environment to rebuild their lives for both themselves and their children. 
For more information on planned giving, please contact Phyllis Stacks at 
717.358.9383 or at PStacks@tabornet.org.

 Thank you for your continued prayerful support, 



Amanda is a 27-year-old single mother who was 
incarcerated for six months because of a series 
of poor decisions. After spending two months in 
prison, her son was born.  For the remainder of 
her sentence, a Christian couple took care of him, 
sending pictures and letters. They remain in touch. 

While imprisoned, Amanda learned about 
Beth Shalom. The chaplain suggested it would 
be a good place for her to get back on her feet.  
Lenara, Beth Shalom’s program coordinator, met 
with Amanda to discuss the criteria necessary 
to be accepted in this Christian-based program. 

Amanda was excited about the possibility of living 
at Beth Shalom. Lenara picked her up on the day 
of her release, and she has been in her apartment 
at Beth Shalom since then. Amanda has also been 
reunited with her son.

Initially Amanda felt like she didn’t deserve 
a second chance. Today, she takes personal 
responsibility for past mistakes, and has hope for 
the future. Today she says, “I don’t feel like I’m 
alone anymore.  I have Lenara, a support system, 

The Serenity Prayer  
“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to 
change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference.” -Reinhold Niebuhr

counselors and a close friend who also lives 
at Beth Shalom.”  Amanda is willing to take 
the necessary steps to move on in her new 
life. She attends the Life Skills program, 
Bible study and church, reads her prayer and 
devotional books morning and night, and 
recently started journaling.  

Amanda is eager to start working when she 
finds daycare for her son. In time, she would 
like to go back to school and is hoping to 
work with children or the elderly. “I’ve made 
dumb decisions, but I’m intelligent and 
sensitive.” 

For anyone needing help as she did, Amanda 
says, “Ask for help. If I knew them personally, 
I’d bring them to Tabor to learn how to get 
the help they need.”  

To the donors who support Beth Shalom, she 
says, “Thank you.  If it weren’t for you, we 
wouldn’t have what we have.” 

Today Amanda knows what she can change, 
what she cannot change, knows the difference 
between the two and is moving on from 
there.

Not Alone

Thursday, June 28, 2018

800 East Newport Road   Lititz, PA 17543

Brick Gables

Leatherwoods
Beth Shalom Benefit Concert

& Picnic

The

Tickets $35
* Online www.leatherwoods.eventbrite.com
  By Phone 717.358.9366
  By Email VKeener@tabornet.org

* Additional fee applies for online ticket purchase

6-9PM

Amanda and her son



Interested in making arrangements for a planned gift to Beth Shalom? 

I have already made arrangements 
for a planned gift to Beth Shalom

I would like more information about 
planned giving. Please contact me to 
set up an appointment to discuss my 
planned giving options.

*Please cut out this section and 
return it in the enclosed envelope

Name

Phone

Email

Address

City, State, Zip



As a counselor for Family Service in Lancaster, Dennis 
Clemmer admired Tabor from a distance and always 
thought highly of the organization. When he left Family 
Service and joined North Group Consultants, Dennis 
inquired about serving on Tabor’s Board of Directors. 
He was invited to join and served as a member of the 
board for 9 years, the last two as chair. “It was during this 
time,” says Dennis, “that I became convinced that this 
was a worthwhile organization that I wanted to support 
financially.”

After joining the board, Dennis attended many of 
the Annual Banquets, often inviting guests to hear 
about Tabor. It was these banquets that helped Dennis 
understand the actual benefit of Tabor’s work ... hearing 
firsthand the stories of clients that were helped by 
the services that Tabor provides. (Tabor provides the 
housing, counseling and administrative services, and 
fundraises for Beth Shalom.) 

When Dennis and his wife Fern were making plans 
for their estate, they decided to put Tabor in their will. 
But they wanted to include their children and their 
husbands in the conversation about their long term 
plans so they would know ahead of time how the estate 
would be distributed. These discussions led to one of 
their daughters becoming interested in Tabor and she 
has since set up meetings with some of the leaders in 
the organization to learn more about the organization. 
Dennis is pleased to know that with his daughter 
becoming a supporter of Tabor, his and Fern’s legacy of 
support will continue within the family after they are 
gone.

Dennis has plenty to say to someone considering a 
planned gift to Tabor, “They couldn’t choose a better 
organization. It has a sound organizational structure. It 
has an extremely competent board with good leadership, 
and that leadership pervades the entire organization. 

Their money will be spent wisely. There’s not a lot of 
excess spending. When I look at those factors, it’s very 
easy for me to recommend to friends that they give to 
Tabor.

“I hope the services that are in place now will continue 
long term. Helping individuals that don’t have 
permanent housing find stable, permanent housing. The 
money can also be used to help people to learn how to 
more prudently manage their money and spend it wisely 
once they are able to acquire housing.”

While Dennis generously agreed to speak to us about 
his gift to Tabor, he was reluctant to talk about himself, 
“I’d rather [the spotlight] be shown on the organization 
and what it provides in the community and the people 
that benefit from it. I’m delighted to support and be part 
of the Grace Wenger Society. Grace set a great example 
getting this whole thing started 50 years ago, and I would 
love to see her legacy continue well into the future.

“Tabor’s 50 for 50 campaign is a great way for the 
organization to perpetuate itself long term. When an 
organization is funded year to year, you are always at the 
whims of government money, and you’re never sure how 
that tide is going to turn. So for the community to come 
forward and support Tabor by giving legacy gifts, this 
will help Tabor be sustainable well into the future.”

Continuing the Legacy

*



8th Annual Celebration & 
Fundraising Banquet

Wednesday, July 25
RSVP by July 11

A Shalom Moment is published by Beth Shalom House of Peace 
the V. Ronald & Diane L. Smith Home for A New Start 
PO Box 1676, Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Beth Shalom is a program of Tabor Community Services.
717.358.9376  •  fax 717.399.4127

Dish detergent  •  Toilet paper • Paper towels  
•  Tissues  •  Hand soap  •  Pampers - sizes 4, 5 
& 6 • Dust spray  •  Women's sanitary products  
•  Magic Erasers  •  Pine-Sol or Mr. Clean  •  All-
purpose cleaners  •  Glass cleaner  •  Towels & 
wash cloths  •   Single & double bed sheets

Represent Beth Shalom to your congregation 
or group: announce special events, 
fundraisers, and other needs; place notices 
in church bulletins or newsletters; distribute 
or post Beth Shalom materials; let us know 
about opportunities for presenting the story 
of Beth Shalom to a Sunday School class, at 
a banquet, or to a youth group; and include 
Beth Shalom in your church’s or group’s 
mission budget for an annual offering.

Contact Phyllis at pstacks@tabornet.org 
or 717.358.9383 to be an Advocate or 
receive more information.

Beth Shalom needs $10, $20, and $30 gift cards 
to stores such as Target or Walmart, where the 
women can shop in one place for the clothing 
and food they need immediately. 

If you, your church, Sunday school, social group, 
or company would like to purchase these cards 
for Beth Shalom, or donate any of the items 
below, please contact Lenara at 717.358.9376 or 
Lporter@tabornet.org. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

www.BethShalomLancaster.org

We will again be holding a silent aution!

11 am - Registration
11:30 am  - Program and Lunch

Yoder's Restaurant 
& Banquet Facility
14 South Tower Road
New Holland, PA 17557

Event is free but reservations are required
Donations will be accepted at the lunch

TO RSVP:
Mail: Use the enclosed form
Online: www.BethShalomLancaster.org
Email: NLammey@tabornet.org
Phone: 717.358.9377

Please join the Beth Shalom residents and staff for our


