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From 2006-2008, Jenn participated in two of Tabor’s 
housing programs. Recently, she reached out to us. In 
her email, she wrote, “I would love to share my story 
of success with others and what my life is now, so just 
wondering if it’s possible ... I want others to know that 
there is hope.” In talking with Jenn, we are thankful to 
have played a part in the hope and success that she has 
today.

Growing up, Jenn was surrounded by negative influences.  
Many people close to her abused drugs and alcohol. A lot 
of her family members battled with addiction. She saw that 
and thought, “I’m never doing that, I don’t want to deal 
with drugs, it’s not my thing,” but as time progressed, she 
too struggled with addiction.

Looking back at one of the hardest times in her life, Jenn 
recounts about her dad, “He tried to save me; he tried 
to help me. He came and threw out [of my apartment] a 
guy and my needles” In a drug-induced state, Jenn said 
some very hurtful things to her dad. The next day she got 
a call that he was in the hospital. Wanting to make things 
right with him because he was her biggest advocate, 
she entered the hospital knowing that she needed to 
apologize. Unfortunately, he had a heart attack and had 
already passed away.

Reflecting on that time in her life, Jenn recounts, “It only 
made my drug addiction worse. I’m homeless, I’m stealing, 
I’m out doing horrible things that I was not raised to do. I 
went on a four-year heroin binge. I just didn’t care.”

Jenn’s life then took a drastic turn. “I thought that I was 
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If one person could see 

my story and it could 

help them out, and let 

them know that  there is 

hope. I’m proof myself 

that you can make it.”

Jenn, former Tabor Client
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When you work for an organization like 
Tabor, one thing you always wonder is what 
does success look like for our participants 
years down the line? We know the short-
term success – the percentage of people 
moving from TLC to permanent housing, 
for example, or the number of people that 
avoided foreclosure.

Our programs are designed to set people up for long-term 
stability, thanks to the knowledge and skills they acquire 
during their time working with us. But still we wonder.

Thankfully, I recently had a chance to hear from one of our 
“alumni” first hand. Jenn, profiled in this newsletter, first 
accessed Tabor’s services 14 years ago. She wants to share her 
story now to inspire others struggling with homelessness, 
addiction, and poverty.

So, what does success look like 14 years down the line?

• It’s a woman 14 years drug free.
• It’s a mom who has clear expectations about a different path 

for her girls.
• It’s two daughters doing well in school.
• It’s a full-time job helping others.
• It’s a safe, affordable apartment.
• It’s a dream of buying your own home and the knowledge that 

organizations like Tabor can be your partners once again.

Jenn is clear-eyed about what led her to homelessness (an 
addiction), what inspired her to turn her life around (her 
daughters), and the constellation of organizations and 
people who helped her stay on the path to recovery and 
stability (among them, Tabor’s Jubilee House and Market 
View permanent supportive housing apartments). She 
has worked hard to get where she is.

My conversation with Jenn came at a perfect moment, 
a moment of reflection about the future, both inspiring 
and worrying. For months now, a team of staff, program 
participants, board members, and community partners 
have been giving input on our new strategic plan. We’ve 
wrestled with important questions about how we can 
be ever better in our pursuit of helping people realize 
their financial and housing goals. Jenn’s conversation 
crystallized for me that we can make sure that there is 
a clear path from crisis to eventual financial security, 
and even homeownership. Tabor is uniquely positioned 
to offer a warm handoff at each step in that (sometimes 
long) journey.

But this hopeful conversation also happened at a 
time when there are storm clouds on the horizon: 
homelessness in Lancaster rose slightly between 2017 
and 2018. Evictions too are growing at a faster rate. The 
United Way of PA published a study this summer showing 
a full 33% of Lancaster County households are struggling 
to afford basic needs, despite a 3% unemployment rate. 
And you’ve probably all read the news reports about 
warning signals that another recession could be coming, 
which will further jeopardize the tenuous stability of 
those Tabor serves. We need your help to make sure we 
don’t lose momentum.

Current Client Needs

• Toothpaste/tooth brushes
• Deodorant (for men & women)

• Wipes

• Soap (bar soap and plastic container 

for travel) and liquid soap
• Hand sanitizer
• Shampoo
• Conditioner
• Tissues

Please drop off donations at our main office: 308 E. King St. in Lancaster | Questions: call 717.397.5182

A message from Mike
Tabor President

(Preferably Travel Sizes)



pregnant, but I wasn’t sure. So I said I’m turning 
myself in. I had to leave, and I had to go to jail 
because I knew that I wasn’t clean, and if I was 
responsible for someone else’s life, I couldn’t let that 
happen to my kid.”

Upon her release, she went to a treatment program 
where most of the women were a bit older than she 
was. Jenn recounts, “They’ve lost all their children 
and would never get them back.” That was not the 
future that Jenn wanted to create for herself or her 
family.

Jenn then participated in several housing and 
addiction programs in Lancaster. She saw their value 
and was thankful for their support because they 
helped keep her away from drugs and provided a 
place for her family to stay, but she still sometimes 
struggled with maintaining permanent housing and 
at one point during this time, ended up in a shelter.

In continuing to take ownership of her life, wanting 
the best for her family, she heard about Tabor and 
reached out. “Then one day I get a phone call from 
Lenara (who is still a Tabor employee today) saying 
that we have a place for you. I remember falling and 
crying ... I was not going to be homeless anymore,” 
and thirteen years later, looking at her beautiful new 
apartment where she and her two daughters live, 
she proudly claims, “I never was.” Jenn remembers, 
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... I want to help people 
because people have 
helped me in my life. 
I’m raising my kids the 
same way.”

at Tabor, “Lenara laid it down, told you how things 
were going to be. You have to listen; you have to 
take care of your kids, go to classes and meetings. 
She told you how it was.”

As Jenn's life continued to improve, she got a 
job through CareerLink working with adults with 
developmental disabilities. “Helping people has 
been my thing. I want to help people because 
people have helped me in my life. I’m raising my 
kids the same way.” Over the years, Jenn has had 
several other jobs and regularly works more than 
one job. Still wanting to help others, Jenn knew that 
a local school district was hiring for a position in an 
autistic support classroom. She applied, was hired 
as a part-time employee this spring, and just started 
this fall in a full-time role. She loves working with the 
students, feels well supported as an employee, and 
has good relationships with her peers.

Being in a good place in life, enjoying her work, 
being the mom that she wants to be for her two 
daughters, Jenn is still setting goals for her future. 
Her next step is to purchase a home. “I want to 
show my kids that I can get stuff done … I want my 
kids to see that hard work pays off. I want them to 
know that you have to work hard to get what you 
want in life.” In hearing her journey, understanding 
the adversity that she faced, knowing that she has 
been drug free for over 14 years, and seeing the 
success that she has had through her hard work and 
determination, if that is what Jenn plans to do, it will 
get done.

Today, Jenn still holds the memory of her dad close 
to her. With where she was to where she is today, 
she shares, “I know that he is proud of what I have 
become.” In just the few moments that we were 
able to share with Jenn on the porch of her beautiful 
apartment, we are also proud of what she has 
accomplished and are excited for what her future 
holds.

I know what’s most 
important in my life; 
it’s my kids.”



To help strengthen the Lancaster County 
community by giving people the tools and 
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challenges and by revitalizing our surroundings.
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On 11.22.19 go to
www.extragive.org

and support

Tabor Community Services

Your $25 gift can
help a low-income family pursue 
their dream of homeownership

Your $100 gift can
help save a family from 

foreclosure on their home

Your $500 gift can
help provide housing and support 

to a mother exiting prison

Our Mission


