
A Resilient Spirit
Jeff has experienced many setbacks 
and hardships in life, but his 
resilient spirit and positive attitude 
have been inspiring.  As a public 
servant, Jeff worked at Neffsville Fire 
Company for 35 years before retiring 
due to health issues. Today, Jeff 
enjoys helping his local VFW with 
their fundraising activities. 

Unfortunately, he suffers from short-
term memory loss caused by a series 
of strokes, has a loss of ambulatory 

skills, and had both legs amputated 
between 2011 and 2012.

Jeff was living in a small apartment 
in Lititz; it wasn't handicapped-
accessible.  He contacted Barbara at 
Tabor who referred him to an agency 
to help him find the apartment he 
needed.  However, he was told there 
were no apartments available for 
three months, and he was unable 
to get the necessary application to 
apply for an apartment.  Barbara 
interceded, getting Jeff the necessary 
paperwork that he completed. He 

moved into his new apartment a week 
later.  For five years he has lived in 
his two-bedroom apartment with 
a washer and dryer, handicapped-
accessible bathroom, and all the 
amenities he needs.

Since contacting Tabor, Jeff has 
received financial counseling 
through Tabor's Ann B. Barshinger 
Financial Empowerment Center.  He 
also regularly receives assistance 
from Teresa, a caseworker in 

TaborTalk

Dear friends of Tabor,
I am Mike McKenna, Tabor’s 
new President since October. 
I wanted an opportunity to share a bit 
about who I am, and why our work 
resonates deeply within me. 

My journey to a career in service 
to others began a long time ago. 
My parents brought my sisters and 
me to serve dinner at St. Columba 
shelter in Philadelphia when I 
was in elementary school. I had a 
chance to connect with a gentleman 

named Carlos who taught us how to 
spin a quarter. That connection has 
stuck with me, and I felt the need to 
understand the why and how behind 
things like hunger, homelessness, 
and poverty. When I was 16 my 
classmates and I spent a retreat at 
the Romero Center in Camden, New 
Jersey, one of the state’s poorest 
cities. We spent time volunteering at 
different organizations and reflecting 
about key challenges facing the 
community, like blighted housing 
and high school drop-out rates. On 
our first night we were asked to form 

a “family” of 4 and shop on a budget 
consistent with the average benefit 
for food stamps. We were young and 
not the best planners – for the next 
day we ate fluff and peanut butter on 
white bread and powdered donuts. 

But the shopping trip demonstrated 
to me how hard it can be to eat 
healthy on a very limited budget. 
When we returned to the campus of 
my suburban prep school, I had a 
swim meet. The mothers’ club put on 
a spread for the team afterwards, and 
I was struck by the sheer abundance. 
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I don’t know 
where I would 
be today without 
Tabor, Theresa, 
and my brother.

That juxtaposition has stuck with me. I knew then and 
I know now we have to do better as a society to ensure 
the access to real opportunity to get ahead is not decided 
purely by zip codes. 

So what does that experience way back in high school 
have to do with my work at Tabor? A few things. 

• First, I think reflection is a critical component of leadership, 
especially in this era of rapid news cycles and instant outrage. 
Many years later, I’m still learning from that experience 
in Camden and others like it, and it’s making me a more 
thoughtful, empathetic leader today. 

• Second, I understand that issues like homelessness and 
economic mobility are incredibly complex. So our actions at 
Tabor should be informed by the best available data but also 
be tailored to the unique needs and circumstances of each 
person who seeks our support. We are offering that chance for 
people to change the trajectory of their lives by acquiring new 
skills and confidence in their abilities to direct their housing 
and financial futures. 

In my brief time at the helm of the organization, I have 
seen the extraordinary dedication of our team of staff and 
super-volunteers to strengthen our Lancaster County 
community. The compassion and empowerment we offer 
each program participant has translated into some very 
impressive results: 

• 81% of families and 92% of veterans at TLC moving into 
permanent housing; 

• 100% of mothers reunited with their children at Beth Shalom; 

• 116 people keeping their homes thanks to foreclosure 
prevention assistance; and 

• More than 300 people securing permanent rental housing. 

I pledge to build on that success over our storied fifty 
year history. I know we will have continued success in 
moving people from homeless to home, from struggling 
financially to investing in others.  I am honored to be part 
of the work of Tabor. I pray that I may be worthy of the 
task of leadership before me. I welcome the opportunity 
to get to know you, our steadfast supporters. Thank you 
for making our service to others possible. Feel free to 
reach out to me at mmckenna@tabornet.org or by phone 
at 717-358-9260. 

Michael McKenna
President

Supportive Services at Tabor. She has helped 
Jeff find the resources needed to help purchase 
a motorized wheelchair, assisted him and his 
brother handling the hospital bills from his July 
stay when he had another stroke, resumed the 
Meals on Wheels program, and helped him get a 
Life Alert necklace.

He exclaims,“Teresa is always there when I 
need her.  She and my brother are responsible 
for where I am today.” Seeing Jeff face 
unimaginable situations and diffculties, 
Teresa is impressed and inspired as she 
continues supporting Jeff's journey.  “Jeff never 
complains. It has been a privilege helping him.”

To anyone facing hardships like Jeff, he says, 
“Call Tabor.  Talk about your situation, do the 
work you need to do to get through it.  Tabor 
will help you. And try to make the best of what 
you have.”
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A. Grace Wenger

In celebrating Tabor's 50 years of service to Lancaster County, 
a goal was set to secure 50 commitments from our supporters 
to include legacy gifts for Tabor in their estate plans. We are 
pleased to let you know that we now have 51 commitments. If 
you would also like information on how you can personally help 
secure Tabor's future and leave a legacy of compassion, care, 
and kindness for those less fortunate in our community, please 
contact Phyllis at 717.358.9383 or at PStacks@tabornet.org.

ENSURING TABOR'S FUTURE

Thank you to everyone who supported Tabor, TLC, 
and Beth Shalom during the Extra Give in 2018! 

Tabor is fortunate to 
have the continued and 
generous support of 
individuals, businesses, 
and community partners. 
Using additional donations 
that were so graciously 
given to us for our golden 
anniversary, we were able 
to renovate Tabor's annex.
The Culliton Family & 
Gunterberg Charitable 
Foundation Annex  will be 
used as additional office 
space for Tabor as we 
evolve to meet Lancaster's 
changing housing and 
financial challenges 
and create revenue as 
additional office space is 
rented out.

$108,412
was generously donated to 
Tabor and TLC (a program of 
Tabor) during the Extra Give!

The Culliton Family & Gunterberg 
Charitable Foundation Annex

COA is an independent, nonprofit organization that 
partners with human service organizations to improve 
service delivery outcomes by developing, applying, 
and promoting appropriate best practice standards.

We are please to let you know that we 
have been reaccredited through COA.

+

Special thanks to the

for their support in our search 
for a new president



For all sponsorships, your name or organization’s 
name and sponsorship level will be listed in the 
program, on Tabor's website, and your name 
or logo will be on a table sign at the banquet. 
Additional benefits apply to some sponsorships.

Sponsorships range from $251 to $5,100. 

For more information, please contact Phyllis 
at 717.358.9383 or Pstacks@tabornet.org.
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Board of Directors Paul I. Currie, Joseph Dhansis, Phil Frey, Smokey Glover, Dan Hess, 
Sherry Hibshman, Tracy Horst, Jill M. Laskowitz (Chair), Bryan Martin, Stephanie Reese, 
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• Mail Use the enclosed form

• Online Form www.Tabornet.org

• Emai NLammey@tabornet.org

• Phone 717.358.9377

TO RSVP

• Brian Roche of WGAL 8 will 
emcee the evening as we 
celebrate Tabor's 51 years of 
service to Lancaster County, 
review accomplishments and 
honor the achievements of our 
clients and the contributions of 
our partners and staff

• The silent auction will be 
open through dinner

• Donations will be accepted at 
the event

To help strengthen 
the Lancaster County 
community by giving 
people the tools and 
inspiration to meet 
their housing and 
financial challenges 
and by revitalizing 

our surroundings.

Our Mission


